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Week Ending Friday, October 12, 


The President’s News Conference on 
the Federal Budget Crisis 


October 6, 1990 


Stopgap Funding for the Government 


The President. | just wanted to comment. 
I know the leaders have been speaking. 
And I have not yet signed but, within the 
next couple of minutes, will veto the con- 
tinuing resolution. We’ve had good coopera- 
tion from the Democrat and Republican 
leaders. The Congress has got to get on 
with the people’s business. I’d like them to 
do that business—get a budget resolution— 
and get it done in the next 24 hours or 48 
hours. 

But as President, I cannot let the people’s 
business be postponed over and over again. 
I’ve jotted down the numbers. There have 
been three dozen in the last decade—three 
dozen continuing resolutions—business as 
usual. And we can’t have it. The President 
can only do this one thing: send that mes- 
sage back and say this is not a time for 
business as usual. The deficit is too impor- 
tant to the American people. 

So, I expressed my appreciation to the 
Speaker, the majority leader in the Senate, 
the majority leader in the House, two Re- 
publican leaders—thanked them for coming 
together in a spirit of compromise to get an 
agreement that I strongly supported. It 
didn’t have everything I wanted in there, 
but now I’m calling on those who did not 
vote for it on the Republican side and on 
the Democratic side to get up with the 
leadership and send down something that 
will take care of the people’s business once 
and for all. 

I am sorry that I have to do this, but I 
made very clear that I am not going to be a 
part of business as usual when we have one 
deficit after another piling up. Had enough 
of it, and I think the American people have 
had enough of it. 

Q. What changed your mind, sir? 


1990 


Q. Mr. Mitchell came out here a minute 
ago and said that this served no useful pur- 
pose. What useful purpose? 

The President. We have a disagreement 
with him. I think it disciplines the United 
States Congress, Democrats and Republi- 
cans. They’re the ones that have to pass this 
budget, and they ought to get on with it. 
And the leaders, to their credit, tried. But a 
lot of Members think they can get a free 
shot, right and left. What this message says 
is: No more business as usual. So, we did 
have a difference on that particular point. I 
think both the Speaker and the majority 
leader did not want me to do this. 

But look, let me take you guys back a 
while. In August I wanted to keep the Con- 
gress in. That story was written. And I’ve 
listened to the leadership, both Republicans 
and Democrats said, “No, we'll acquiesce.” 
Because they said that to keep the Congress 
here in August will be counterproductive: 
“Everybody will be angry with you. But the 
way to get it done is with the discipline of 
the calendar running after the summer 
recess.” And so, I acquiesced. I compro- 
mised. I gave. I’m not going to do it any- 
more. I’m very sorry if people are incon- 
venienced, but I am not going to be a part 
of business as usual by the United States 
Congress. 

Q. Mr. President, Senator Dole said that 
you had agreed to send up a new short- 
term spending bill that would include 
spending cuts—a sequester. Could you tell 
us something about that? 

The President. I'm going to stay out of 
exactly what we’re going to do and let the 
leaders handle the details of this now. It’s in 
the Congress, and I still strongly support 
the agreement that both Democrat leaders 
and Republican leaders came down on. And 
I'll say this: I do think that there’s a lot of 
agreement and good will still existing for 
that. It’s not going to be passed exactly that 
way. It was defeated. But let’s leave the 
details of negotiation on that to the Con- 
gress—starting back in right now. They’re 
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going to have to contend with this veto I 
sent up, and obviously, I want to see that 
veto sustained. 

Q. You say no more business as usual—in 
one breath you say no more CR’s [continu- 
ing resolutions], and in the next breath, 
Dole says there’s some CR which is—— 

The President. Well, if it has some disci- 
pline—what I’m saying is, I want to see the 
system disciplined if it has—if what Bob 
Dole said is correct—I’ll sign one if it puts 
some discipline on the system. And if it 
doesn’t discipline the system, then I stay 
with my current position. No, excuse me, 
I’m glad you brought that up, because I 
would strongly support that. 

Q. Mr. President, the leadership made a 
strong point in saying that it’s the average 
Americans who are going to be hurt, the 
Federal workers and so forth. It’s not Con- 
gressmen but average Americans who are 
going td be strongly hurt by this. 

The President. The average American is 
smart. The average American knows what’s 
going on, I think. And I think they know 
that the Congress will continue to kick this 
can down the road and that they’ve got to 
act. I am very sorry for people that are 
inconvenienced by this or hurt by this. But 
this is the only device one has for making 
something happen, and that is to get the 
Congress to act, to do its business. 


Bipartisan Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, you seem to be blaming 
Congress, but in fact, a lot of their constitu- 
ents are the ones that urged them to vote 
against this. They say it’s unfair—the 
burden is unfairly divided, that the poor 
and the middle class are paying too much. 
Is it possible that maybe this program that 
you proposed with the leaders just was not 
acceptable to the American public? 

The President. Well, certain aspects of it 
might well not have been acceptable to the 
American public on both the right or the 
left. But when you're trying to do the coun- 
try’s business, I’ve discovered you have to 
compromise from time to time, and that’s 
exactly what I did. Took a few shots in the 
process, but it doesn’t matter. What matters 
is: Let’s move this process ahead now. 

But, yes, you're right—some people 
didn’t like one aspect or another. We had 
Republicans jumping up on our side of the 
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aisle and saying, “I'll vote for it if you 
change this,” or “I don’t like this part of it, 
but if you change that—” And similarly, 
you’ve got people that you were quoting 
that were on the other side. 

But at times, one has to come together to 
do the country’s business for the overall 
good. And these outrageous deficits cannot 
be permitted to go on and on and on and 
on. I’m worried about international mar- 
kets. I’m worried about this country—the 
opinion that it can’t take care of its fiscal 
business. 

And to their leaders’ credit, Democrat 
and Republican, they tried very hard. They 
failed to get a majority on the Democratic 
side. And Republican leaders, with the help 
from this President and all I could bring to 
bear on it—we failed, because we had 
people—were looking at one narrow part of 
the package and not at the overall good. 
And I am hopeful now that with the urgen- 
cy this veto brings to bear on the situation, 
that reasonable people, men and women in 
the Congress, can come together. 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of progress is 
being made on a new budget resolution? 
And sources on the Hill are saying that 
there is growing support for raising the tax 
rates of the wealthy in exchange, perhaps, 
for the cuts on premiums for Medicare. But 
you have opposed that in the past. Are you 
willing to give on tax rates for the wealthy? 

The President. 1 don’t know the answer 
to your question. They’re just going back up 
now to try. I like the parameters of the 
other deal wherein I compromise. We’ve 
got people—your question reflects the 
views on the more liberal, or left, side of 
the political spectrum—who raised those 
questions. We have some on the right side 
of the political spectrum coming at the 
process from another way. 

Now, I say: Let them go up and negotiate 
it. This is the business of the Congress. And 
our people will stay in touch. I won’t mis- 
lead them. If there’s something that’s so 
outrageous I can’t accept it, I'll let them 
know at the beginning so they don’t waste 
their time. But we’re flexible. I’ve already 
compromised. And I’m not saying that I 
can’t take a look at new proposals. But 
you’ve got to put together a majority in the 





Congress, and that’s where the leaders are 
having great difficulty. 

Q. Following up on that, members of 
your own party dislike the deal so much, 
how could you and your advisers have mis- 
judged the sentiments of members of your 
own party? 

The President. Because it’s easy when you 
don’t have to be responsible for something. 
It’s easy to just get up and say, Hey, I’ve got 
an election in 3 weeks, and I’m going to 
stand up against this particular package— 
Medicare, the taxes, the home heating oil, 
or the fact there’s not enough growth or 
not enough incentive. Any individual 
Member can do that. Maybe it plays well at 
home. The President and the leadership of 
both Houses have to be responsible for the 
overall good of the country, have to make 
something happen. I can’t get it done just 
my way. I don’t control both Houses of 
Congress. I'd love to think that that luxury 
would come by way someday, but it hasn’t. 
Therefore, we’ve had to compromise. So, I 
will keep trying in that spirit—that coopera- 
tive, positive spirit. 

But when it comes to the discipline that 
comes from saying, “I’m sorry, no more 
business as usual,” that’s where I can stand 
up. I don’t need a consultation to do that. 
I’ve got plenty of advice on one side of that 
question and the other. But I am absolutely 
convinced this is right. 

Even those who are inconvenienced by 
this are going to say, Thank God, we’ll get 
the American people’s business of getting 
this deficit under control done. That’s my 
objective. I think every parent out there 
who sees his kid’s future being mortgaged 
by the outrageous deficit, sees a shaky econ- 
omy that’s being affected by prolonging 
these deliberations, will be grateful in the 
long run. In the meantime, we’ve got to 
take a little heat. 

Q. Mr. President, the budget resolution 
that failed is one that you worked hard for. 
Despite the fact that you gave a national 
televised speech, despite the fact that your 
popularity is very high—and you failed to 
sway even a majority of votes in your own 
party. Does that concern you, and do you 
think this is a major setback for your Presi- 
dency? 

The President. No. 1 don’t think that at 
all. But I do think—yes it concerns me. I'd 
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like everybody to do it exactly the way I 
want, but it doesn’t work that way. So, now 
we have to use a little discipline—— 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. ——nice guy stuff, and 
we'll try. It’s a tough decision, it’s not an 
easy decision I’ve made, but it is the right 
decision. So, I’m disappointed they didn’t 
do it my way. But I’m in here to do what is 
best for the country; and what is best for 
the country is to get this deficit under con- 
trol, to get this economy moving again, and 
to see people at jobs, not out on some wel- 
fare line. And that’s what’s at stake here— 
economic soundness of the United States. 

We’ve got a lot of things going on in the 
world, and a strong economy is vital to 
what I want to see achieved in this country. 
So, you have to take some hits. I mean, you 
don’t get it done exactly your own way. 

But I read these speculative stories. To- 
morrow, there’s going to be another vote. 
Tomorrow, somebody else will move the 
previous question or second the motion, or 
some committee chairman will jump up 
and say: Hey, what about me? My little 
empire is being invaded here. And I'll say, 
Hey, the President’s the guy that has to 
look at the overall picture. 

I can understand Congressmen doing 
that. But we came together on a deal; We 
worked for it. Everybody had a chance to 
posture that didn’t like it. They have no 
responsibility. But I feel a certain responsi- 
bility to the American people to move 
something forward here—want a compro- 
mise. Now we're going to say: We'll try it 
this way. No more business as usual. Do not 
just keep putting off the day of reckoning. 
And I don’t want to be a part of that, and 
that’s why I’ve had to veto this resolution. 


Popular Support for Deficit Reduction 
Measures 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked a lot 
about discipline today. Do you think the 
American people on average are willing to 
accept the discipline of a tough budget? 

The President. That’s a very good ques- 
tion. And if you look at the vote in the 
House of Representatives, you might say no. 
But I think in the final analysis the answer 
will be yes, because I think we sometimes 
underestimate the intelligence of the Amer- 
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ican people. I can see where a Congress- 
men can jump up on a specific spending 
program that'll help him in his district. I 
can see when somebody will give you the 
broad tax speech or help him in his district. 

But in the final analysis, what the Ameri- 
can people look at is: Do we have an econo- 
my in which I can feed my family, where I 
can have opportunity to work for a living, 
and where I can put a little aside to edu- 
cate my kids? And therein lies the problem, 
because that’s what we’re working for—is 
we're trying to get this Federal deficit 
down. 

But I think you raise a good point. I think 
a lot of these Congressmen can jump up 
without any responsibility for running the 
country, or even cooperating with their 
leaders, and make a point that’s very happy 
for the home folks. But I think that view 
underestimates the overall intelligence of 
the American people, whether conserva- 
tive, whether a guy’s working on a factory 
line someplace, whether he’s an investor 
someplace. 

That’s why I think this is very important 
that the Congress now finally come to grips 
with this. 

Q. There’s some talk about this special 
challenge to Civiletti. 


Bipartisan Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, it sounds like you’re 
now saying: Hands off. It’s up to the con- 
gressional leaders to do the negotiating. 

The President. They've already started up 
the road there to go to Congress and start 
negotiating. But, no, we’ve made very clear 
that we’re continuing to help. I don’t want 
to mislead them. There are certain things I 
can accept. There are certain things I can’t. 
So, I think it’s very important that our able 
team, in whom I have total confidence, stay 
in touch with them. 

Q. But not sit at the negotiating table 
with them? 

The President. Oh, I think they'll be 
there. I think it all depends on what forum. 
I think there is some feeling, Ann [Ann 
Devroy, Washington Post], that on the part 
of Members, both Democrat and Republi- 
cans: Hey, you summiteers handed us a 
deal. Well, what the heck? I mean, how do 
you expect to get as far along toward an 
agreement as we did get? But what I want 
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to do is facilitate it. And if they want to 
know where the White House is, fine. If 
they want the ideas that largely led to an 
agreement, fine, and I think they will. But 
we're not going to force our way in. This is 
the business of the Congress. The American 
people know that. They know that the 
President doesn’t pass the budget and 
doesn’t vote on all this stuff. It’s the Con- 
gress who does it. 

So, I'm not trying to assign blame. I’m 
simply saying, we’re available. We want to 
talk—fine. I think both leaders have indicat- 
ed they wanted to stay in fairly close touch 
with the White House. 

Q. Mr. President, there is some talk of a 
constitutional challenge to Civiletti on the 
bill that the Attorney General’s opinion is 
not sufficient to run the Government, and 
that violates section 7 of the Constitution. 

The President. 1 haven’t heard anything 
about that. 


The President’s Schedule 


Q. Mr. President, are you going to cancel 
your campaign schedule next week if this 
impasse is not resolved? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I’ve got to 
cancel everything that has to do with gov- 
ernment, I guess. Maybe that’s a good 
chance to get out there in the political 
process. 


Closing Government Operations 


Q. How long can you hold out? How long 
can you let the Government stay shut down 
before you decide to toss—— 

The President. Watch and learn. 

Q. How long do you think the Govern- 
ment can stay shut before—— 

The President. It’s not a question of how 
long I can take it; it’s how long the Con- 
gress can take it. But Congress is where the 
action is. It’s the Congress that has to pass 
this in the House and in the Senate. That’s 
where the action is. They’ve postponed this 
tough decision as I’ve mentioned—how 
many—30-some times. And we just can’t 
have it. The American people are saying, “I 
want something done about this.” That’s 
where the focus will be. 

So, I don’t think it’s a question of taking 
heat here or these guys marching out here 
about honking their horns on taxes. They 
know I don’t like taxes. You get some other 





guy in Washington out here with a little 
placard, demonstrating—something about 
the government employees—we’ve been 
supporters of the government employees. 
But we cannot have business as usual. 

The American people—I don’t know 
about inside the beltway, but outside they 
are fed up with business as usual, and so am 
I. I wish I had total control so we could do 
it exactly my way, but we don’t. So, I’ve 
compromised. Now we’re prepared to say, 
I’m not going to accept a resolution that 
just postpones it. I’ve told you I tried that 
approach. 

I tried it in August. Let everybody go 
home on vacation when I had some good, 
sound advice I probably should have taken: 
Make the Congress stay in August. And I 
listened to the leaders, and they said: “Oh, 
please don’t do that. It will be counterpro- 
ductive.” Now they’re saying to me: “Please 
don’t veto this. It will be counterproduc- 
tive.” When do the American people have a 
sayP They want to see this deficit under 
control. And I don’t have many weapons 
here as President, but one is the veto. 
When I do it, cast it on principle, I hope it 
is supported. 

Q. What’s happened to the prestige—— 


Stopgap Funding for the Government 


Q. If Dole [Senate Republican leader] 
sends up another CR, if the Congress sends 
up a CR with sequestration, when could 
that happen? Do you have some time 
frame? 

The President. 1 don’t know. 

Q. Could it happen the next couple of 
days, sir? 

The President. Oh, yes, absolutely. It 
could happen this afternoon. 

Q. It could happen this afternoon? 

The President. Sure. Whether we—to- 
gether? I’m not that certain. Perhaps it’s a 
little oversimplification because they’re tell- 
ing me there are some difficult problems 
right and left, both sides. But, no, they’re 
going right back to negotiating. Let’s hope 
it does. That’s the way to serve the constitu- 
ents. 

Q. If it came up this afternoon, sir, would 
you sign it this afternoon? 

The President. It depends what it is. I'll 
be around. 

Q. You have vetoed the CR? 
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The President. Yes—well, I haven’t actu- 
ally signed it, but I’ve got to rush right in 
there now and do that and send it up to the 
Hill. They know that they’ve—— 

Last question. 

Q. Why did you change your mind? 

Q. What’s all this done to the prestige 
and influence of you and your office? 

The President. Well, 1 think it will dem- 
onstrate that there is some power in the 
Presidency to compel the Congress to do 
something, and I think that’s good. 

Q. You are vetoing, though? 

The President. Oh, yes. It hasn’t been 
vetoed yet, but I need a typewriter in there 
to get it done. By the time we finish this 
press conference that has gone longer than 
I thought, it’ll—probably all typed up. 

Q. Might you trade the bubble for capital 
gains now? Do you foresee that as a com- 
promise? 

The President. The negotiators in the 
Congress have a lot of flexibility. I remain 
in a flexible frame of mind. Certain things I 
can accept and can’t. But Id like to think 
that now those who postured on one side or 
another with no responsibility will join the 
leaders, Republican and Democrat, and say: 
Hey, we’ve got a responsibility to the over- 
all good here. We can no longer just give a 
speech. We’ve got to pitch in and come 
together. And that’s what my pitch is. 

And that’s why I’m doing it and doing 
this veto; saying, Hey, no more business as 
usual. And I think people understand that 
sometimes a President has to make a diffi- 
cult decision. So, I don’t worry about the 
prestige. I was elected to do what—in a 
case like this—what I think is best and in 
the national interest. And that’s exactly 
what I’m doing. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. Are you going to type those up your- 
self 

The President. Yes, but I didn’t give you 
the full load. 


Note: The President’s 62d news conference 
began at 11:30 a.m. on the West Driveway 
of the White House. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval a Resolution Providing 
Funding for Continued Government 
Operation 


October 6, 1990 


To the House of Representatives: 


I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval HJ. Res. 660—a resolution making 
continuing appropriations—which would 
extend funding for the Federal Govern- 
ment through October 12, 1990. In provid- 
ing for such funding, HJ. Res. 660 would 
also suspend the sequester that is required 
by the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings law. The 
sequester would be suspended even though 
the Congress has failed repeatedly to act in 
any meaningful way to reduce the Federal 
deficit. Under these circumstances, I simply 
cannot approve HJ. Res. 660. 


When the Budget Summit Agreement 
was announced by the Bipartisan Leader- 
ship on September 30th, I indicated that I 
would not sign a continuing resolution until 
a satisfactory budget resolution was passed. 
The Congress failed to pass such a budget 
resolution during the past week. I have 
made the difficult political decisions that 
are required to achieve a meaningful reduc- 
tion in the Federal deficit. Responsible con- 
gressional action to reduce the deficit can 
be delayed no longer. It is time for the 
Congress to act responsibly on a budget res- 
olution—not time for business as usual. 


I urge the Congress to concentrate its en- 
ergies on passing a satisfactory budget reso- 
lution to clear the way for approval of an- 
other short-term continuing resolution, and 
the enactment of meaningful deficit reduc- 
tion legislation no later than October 19th. 


I note that HJ. Res. 660 would also in- 
crease the Federal debt limit until October 
12th. If it becomes clear that the Congress 
cannot pass a satisfactory budget resolution 
by October 9th, I urge that it enact a clean 
bill extending the debt limit so that the U.S. 
Government will not default on its obliga- 
tions on October 11th. The latest date by 
which action on a debt limit extension is 
needed to avoid default is October 9th, so 
that the Treasury can auction securities on 
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October 10th and settle them on October 
11th. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
October 6, 1990. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for David H. Souter as an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States 


October 8, 1990 


The President. Thank you all, and good 
afternoon. Mr. Chief Justice, and members 
of the Court; Members of the United States 
Congress that are here today, Senate and 
House; members of the Cabinet; Mr. Vice 
President: It is truly an honor to greet you 
all here at the White House and particularly 
to welcome the friends of this extraordinary 
Justice to Washington. 

Today’s ceremony is historic for many 
reasons. It is, of course, the first Supreme 
Court appointment of this Presidency. More 
importantly, it serves as another occasion to 
celebrate the 200 years of the Constitution 
of the United States and the independent 
judiciary it launched. 

We meet on Columbus Day, birthplace of 
a modern hemisphere and an auspicious 
date for any new beginning. Elsewhere 
around the world, the origins of many coun- 
tries are almost lost in time, their roots un- 
clear, unknown. Not so in America. We 
know exactly where and exactly when our 
modern history began. But we often forget 
that back in 1492, Christopher Columbus 
was searching not for a new world but a 
new way—a passage to the riches of the Far 
East. In fact, Columbus was so confident he 
carried a letter from Queen Isabella to be 
delivered to the Emperor of China. This 
marked history’s first known case of mail 
getting lost on its way—{laughter|—across 
America. 

But if our modern history began with a 
search for earthly treasure, it was a search 
for something more elusive that actually 
gave birth to the United States: a search for 
freedom, a search for justice and self-gov- 
ernment, a search that produced the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 





In ancient China, the word “wisdom” was 
formed by a combination of the ideograms 
for wind and lightning—wind and lightning. 
And years before the American Revolution, 
Benjamin Franklin lofted a kite upon the 
wind and seized lightning from the sky. 
And at age 81, he did it again. For 4 swel- 
tering months in the summer of 1787, 55 
delegates met in Philadelphia, debating a 
wonderful, audacious, unsettling idea. 
Washington called the Constitution “little 
short of a miracle.” It was—with wind and 
lightning—a nation inventing itself. 

One of those 55 delegates was James 
Wilson, the son of a Scottish farmer and the 
Pennsylvania lawyer who shared responsi- 
bility for writing the Constitution’s first 
draft. A fervent advocate of the sovereignty 
of the people, Wilson fought for a strong 
national judiciary and was one of the first to 
envision the principles of judicial review. 
Today Wilson’s idea stands as one of the 
cornerstones of our republic and one of 
America’s greatest gifts to the world. 


Tomorrow morning, Justice David 


Souter—sounds good, doesn’t it, David— 
[laughter|—assumes a distinguished seat on 


the Supreme Court. It was first held by that 
very same James Wilson, one of the five 
men that President George Washington 
first appointed to the Supreme Court in 
1789. His successor was Bushrod Washing- 
ton, a nephew of the President, soldier in 
the Revolutionary War, and a founding 
member of one of the many organizations 
that has recognized David Souter for his 
intellect—namely, Phi Beta Kappa. 
Thirty-four years ago this distinguished 
seat became open during the Presidency of 
one of my personal heroes, Dwight D. Ei- 
senhower. And Ike filled that seat with a 
jurist who was to become one of the most 
personally beloved and respected members 
of the Court, Justice Brennan. Will you 
stand up? I guess you can tell that all of us 
wish you a most pleasant and active retire- 
ment. And thank you for your service, sir. 
Like his predecessor, Justice Souter 
comes to the Court with a distinguished 
record of judicial service. And I’m grateful 
that many of the fine judges with whom he 
has served are able to be with us today. 
During the recent hearings, Justice Souter 
clearly demonstrated the superb education, 
training, and experience that grace his 
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record. But even more important, he once 
again demonstrated his lifelong devotion to 
principle—a simple, straightforward, and 
enduring principle, a principle quite famil- 
iar to Justice James Wilson and the other 
framers of the Constitution. And the princi- 
ple is this: The role assigned to judges in 
our system is to interpret the Constitution 
and lesser laws and not to make them. 

And on this issue of principle I also want 
to congratulate and thank the Judiciary 
Committee and the full Senate for the 
prompt and faithful exercise of their own 
constitutional responsibilities. Chairman 
Biden is with us and Senator Thurmond 
and others, and we are grateful to you for 
your role in this procedure. 

Like many Americans, I was particularly 
moved by Justice Souter’s opening com- 
ments at his hearings. “The first lesson,” he 
said, “simple as it is, is that whatever court 
we're in, whatever we are doing, at the end 
of our task some human being is going to 
be affected. Some human life is going to be 
changed by what we do.” And he added, 
“And so we had better use every power of 
our minds and our hearts and our beings to 
get those rulings right.” Now, those are the 
sentiments of a very thoughtful and caring 
man. 

And just down the street, as the autumn 
twilight descends on Washington, an under- 
ground vault holds America’s founding 
papers, the birth certificate of a nation. The 
paper is a deep yellow, but the writing is 
still strong and distinct: “We the People of 
the United States.” And the Constitution is 
not just a symbol but a living idea, the 
world’s greatest experiment in freedom and 
self-government, four handwritten: pages 
that promise freedom and justice before the 
law. Unlike other nations, Americans cannot 
look to a common heritage of culture or 
blood. Americans come from every corner 
of the world, linked only by this—an idea— 
a nation that invented itself. 

In just a few moments we will all bear 
solemn witness to the oath of office of 
America’s newest Supreme Court Justice. 
And so, let me conclude with Justice 
Souter’s own description of the task ahead: 
“It is the responsibility to join with eight 
other people to make the promises of the 
Constitution a reality of our time, and to 
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preserve that Constitution for the genera- 
tions that will follow us after we are gone 
from here.” 

And now I would invite the Chief Justice, 
William Rehnquist, with the assistance of 
Erin Rath, to administer the constitutional 
oath of office to Justice David Souter. And I 
also understand that Judge Souter would 
like Senator Rudman and Tom Rath to join 
us up here also. So, Mr. Chief Justice, if you 
will do it, sir. 

[At this point, Justice Souter was sworn in.] 


Justice Souter. Mr. President, Mr. Vice 
President, Mr. Chief Justice and members 
of the Court, members of the leadership, 
Chairman Biden, Senator Thurmond, and 
members of the Judiciary Committee, all 
Members of the Congress, and my friends— 
new and old. 

It is exactly 11 weeks to the hour since I 
stood next to the President in another room 
in this house, facing about the same 
number of people. I’m sure that you re- 
member, if you saw films of that afternoon, 
that I was in a state of virtual shock. And 
I’m glad that I can say that in the 11 weeks 
since then I’ve at least advanced in the di- 
rection of some degree of composure. I 
have not, however, in the 11 weeks, got 
myself to the point this afternoon where I 
really am capable of saying what is on my 
mind. What I would like to try to say some- 
thing about—I think I can explain to you if 
I tell you a story about what happened later 
that afternoon 11 weeks ago. 

After the President’s news conference, I 
was immediately taken into Governor Su- 
nunu’s office and the planning process 
began. And this went on for I guess about 
an hour. And at the end of that hour the 
Governor came in, and he said that the 
President believed I could probably stand 
some refurbishing. And I thought, well, the 
President finally got it right this afternoon. 
[Laughter] So, I was taken upstairs to where 
the President and Mrs. Bush were watching 
the news, and the President gave me a 
drink to compose myself. And after a 
couple of minutes of conversation, Mrs. 
Bush said to me, “How is your mother 
taking this?” I told her that I called my 
mother on the phone and I could report 
that the mother was taking things a lot 
better than the son was. And the President 
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said, “What’s her phone number?” So, I 
gave him her phone number, and he called 
my mother on the phone. 

And he said—as best I can recall the con- 
versation, he said, “Now, look, Mrs. Souter,” 
he said, “I want you to know he’s okay.” 
[Laughter] He said, “We’ve got him up 
here and we’re watching the news, and he’s 
having a drink. And we’ll look after him, 
and he’s going to be all right.” [Laughter] 

That is a phone call, although it did not 
come to me, that I will never forget, ¢nd no 
one in my family will ever forget. And it 
epitomizes for me the reason why my sense 
of gratitude to the President goes so ‘ar 
beyond anything that could be culed 
simply “official.” And that same sense of 
gratitude extends not only, of course, to my 
mother, who took the call that afternoon, 
but to virtually everyone who has dealt 
with me in those 11 weeks. 

It certainly extends to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Senate, which used me with 
consummate fairness, and to all the Mem- 
bers of the Senate who reviewed their rec- 
ommendation. It extends to the members of 
the Supreme Court, who, even before 
today, have done their best to make me feel 
welcome and have repeated their efforts to 
me this afternoon. It extends to the ABA 
[American Bar Association] committee, the 
standing committee on the judiciary, which 
reviewed my credentials; and most particu- 
larly, to the subcommittee which worked so 
long on me. 

And I wish I could also thank adequately 
the counselors that I’ve had, right from that 
first bit of advice from Governor Sununu so 
shortly after the nomination to Kenneth 
Duberstein and to Frederick McClure, who 
have counseled me in extraordinary ways 
these last couple of months, to Boyden Gray 
and to the members of his office, particular- 
ly to Fred Nelson, who was sort of my guide 
through these weeks and proved a wonder- 
ful guide. 

My thanks certainly go to the Attorney 
General and to the members of his office 
who helped me on research chores and 
were fastidious in drawing a line between 
what was appropriate for the Justice De- 
partment and what was appropriate for the 
nominee. And my thanks certainly extend 
to the attorney general of New Hampshire 





and to his office, which but for their compe- 
tence would have been rendered dysfunc- 
tional by the efforts to construct a paper 
trail and a biography for me, which— 
[laughter|—did not seem as apparent on 
July 23d as it later seemed to be. 

And, of course, if I could, I would thank 
the people who have supported me and 
shored me up and given me the spirit for 
the race that I have had to run these past 
11 weeks, to my neighbors and to my 
friends both old and new. 

And I stand here saying to you, or asking 
to you, how can I thank you? And I think 
everyone in this room knows that I cannot 
really. We can never recompense the 
people who do us good. What we can do, 
and what we try to do instead, is pass it on 
and to make the gifts and kindnesses that 
come to us a kind of human currency that 
1goes on traveling. 

And I think the most that I can say this 
afternoon is that that is what I will try to 
do. I will try to pass on what I have re- 
ceived. Most importantly, I will try to pass 
on the constitutional authority that I have 
received this afternoon. I will try to use it 
as best I can according to the light that God 
gives me. And in due course I will try to 
pass it to another in as vigorous condition as 
I have received it this afternoon, as it were, 
from Justice Brennan. | will try to preserve 
it. And I will try to transmit it—I hope 
refreshed—to another generation of the 
American republic which is the inheritance 
of us all. 

The President. It is not because Mr. Jus- 
tice Souter is from strict Yankee tradition in 
New Hampshire that the reception will be 
without a lot of largess in there. [Laughter] 
But I think we all know the circumstances. 
But I would like to ask the members of the 
Court and the Vice President and members 
of the Cabinet and members of the Judici- 
ary Committee and other Members of Con- 
gress and then everybody else to join us just 
in a receiving line so we can all tell Justice 
Souter how happy we are. So, let’s go. We'll 
meet you out here. 


Note: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. He referred 
to Erin Rath, the daughter of Tom Rath, a 
friend of Justice Souter. Justice Souter re- 
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ferred to John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to 
President Bush; Kenneth M. Duberstein, 
former Chief of Staff to President Reagan; 
Frederick McClure, Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs; C. Boyden Gray, 
Counsel to the President; Frederick D. Nel- 
son, Associate Counsel to the President; At- 
torney General Dick Thornburgh; and John 
Arnold, New Hampshire attorney general. 


Statement on Signing a Resolution 
Providing Funding for Continued 
Government Operation 


October 9, 1990 


I am today signing H.J. Res. 666, a tempo- 
rary continuing resolution, providing funds 
for the Government to operate through Oc- 
tober 19, 1990. 

In vetoing the previous continuing resolu- 
tion, I said I would not sign any such resolu- 
tion until the Congress had passed a budget 
resolution. I want to thank the Members of 
the Congress who voted to sustain my veto. 

The Congress has now passed a budget 
resolution which, if fully implemented, 
would reduce the Federal deficit by $500 
billion over the next 5 years. If achieved, 
this would be the largest deficit reduction 
program in history. While I am not fully 
satisfied with the budget resolution, it does 
provide a framework within which the com- 
mittees of the Congress can now work to 
provide substantive law that comes close to 
fulfilling the letter—and that does fulfill the 
spirit—of the Bipartisan Budget Summit 
Agreement announced on September 30, 
1990. 

The next step in implementing the 
budget resolution is the passage of a budget 
reconciliation bill. Its component parts are 
to be submitted to the budget committees 
of the Congress by October 12th. 

There is, unfortunately, no assurance that 
the congressional committees will, in fact, 
produce a fully satisfactory reconciliation 
bill. But I repeat: I will not accept business 
as usual. 

I am obliged to make clear that the rec- 
onciliation bill now called for: 
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—must be largely consistent with the Bi- 
partisan Budget Summit Agreement; 
—must achieve the intended savings from 
each of the specified committees on a 
basis that is scored by both the Office 
of Management and Budget and the 
Congressional Budget Office as “real” — 

no smoke, no mirrors; 

—must include mutually agreeable, 
growth-oriented tax incentives; 

—must include the process reform meas- 
ures announced in the Bipartisan 
Budget Summit Agreement; 

—must be fully and satisfactorily enforce- 
able on a continuing basis; 

—must be produced on a bipartisan 
basis—with full and fair opportunities 
for constructive participation by both 
parties and both branches; and 

—must be passed by both Houses of the 
Congress in satisfactory form by Octo- 
ber 19th. 


As the responsibility for action now shifts 
to the committees of the Congress, I will be 
following the work of the committees close- 
ly. And if, by October 19th, the Congress 
has failed to pass a budget reconciliation bill 
that meets the tests I have outlined, I will 
again have to withhold my signature from 
any continuing resolution. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 9, 1990. 


Note: HJ. Res. 666, approved October 9, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-412. 


The President’s News Conference 
October 9, 1990 


Federal Budget Agreement 


The President. Let me just go with an 
opening statement, and then be glad to re- 
spond to questions. 

First, on the budget, the committees of 
Congress now take up the arduous task of 
implementing the budget resolution that 
they just passed. We’ve been pulling and 
tugging at this framework agreement for 
nearly 5 months, and it’s been difficult be- 
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cause that whole underlying problem is dif- 
ficult. And we’re trying to reduce the Fed- 
eral deficit by $500 billion over the next 5 
years—$40 billion of it in the first year. And 
this would be the largest such cut in history. 

So, while it’s easy to get caught up in the 
maneuvers and the countermaneuvers of 
the legislative process, I want to assure the 
American people this morning that I will do 
everything in my power to encourage Con- 
gress as it struggles to bring forth the most 
comprehensive and significant deficit-cut- 
ting plan ever. 

This morning I outlined several condi- 
tions for a budget reconciliation bill. As the 
committees of Congress begin to fill in the 
blanks in determining how we raise the 
revenues and cut the spending, we must be 
mindful not to let the hard-won goals of the 
budget resolution dissipate or lose direction. 

The budget reconciliation bill due on Oc- 
tober 12th must measure up to the savings 
Congress has outlined, without smoke and 
mirrors, with growth-oriented tax incen- 
tives, with process reform, with enforceabil- 
ity, with bipartisan support, and with pas- 
sages by both Houses of Congress by Octo- 
ber 19th. These are the objectives that we 
fought for since the beginning of the long 
budget struggle. But they’re worthy of our 
effort. 

In any undertaking of this size, there is 
bound to be anguish, and I want to recog- 
nize the valiant Federal work force that 
had to suffer through some uncertainty of 
this period. 

On Saturday morning, I said we cannot 
have business as usual. But the Congress has 
finally acted and we are back on course. 
And there can be no letup in our attention 
to detail, in our commitment to purpose. 
We must fulfill the requirements of the 
budget resolution. 

Now Id be glad to take some questions. 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]? 


Popular Support for Deficit Reduction 
Measures 


Q. Mr. President, a week ago you asked 
Americans to help get a budget passed, and 
they gave you the back of the hand. Then, 
despite a government shutdown, Congress 
still hasn’t been able to produce a budget. 
How can Americans fail to have anything 





except grave questions about your ability 
and that of Congress to govern? 

The President. Well, I think there prob- 
ably are some questions. I don’t feel the 
American people gave the back of the hand 
to the budget agreement. If you look at the 
surveys that carried in the magazines and 
all of this, they show that, I think, more 
people wanted the agreements than not. So, 
we’ve just got to do a better job of getting 
it through. But listen, I can understand the 
frustration. I feel it myself at times. And 
when you have a government with one 
party controlling the Congress, where the 
action is and where the action will remain 
now for a while, and then you have a Presi- 
dent of a different party—nobody thought 
it would be easy, and it isn’t. 

So, I think there’s some frustration, but I 
notice that there was strong support for the 
package. The problem was that you ask on 
individual categories of the package: Oh, 
no, we don’t want this; we don’t want that; 
we don’t—no. A lot of special interest. But 
people seem to want the deal. I think the 
deal, though not keeping me happy in 
every way, was a good one, and I was proud 
to join with the Republican and Democratic 
leaders in supporting that original budget 
agreement. 

Now we’ve got some of the main ingredi- 
ents of it—broad instruction to these com- 
mittees that were contained within the 
original agreement—and let’s see if the 
Congress can get moving and come up with 
a deal that I can accept. And we’ll be work- 
ing with them. I’m not up here to assign 
blame. 


Federal Budget Negotiations 


Q. Mr. President, no matter what you say, 
there was a lot of feeling in the country 
that the package was not fair. Are you will- 
ing to accept a higher tax rate for the 
wealthy, perhaps in exchange for a capital 
gains cut, but even so, a higher tax rate? 

The President. | haven’t seen great senti- 
ment for raising people’s income tax rates. 
And I’m not for that. Now, during the 
budget process, and this was little noted, 
there was discussion about getting capital 
gains for straightening out the bubble, 
which means raising some rates. We were 
quite openminded. There was some negoti- 
ation. So, let me say this: That’s on the 
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table. That’s been talked about. And if it’s 
proper, if it can be worked in the proper 
balance between the capital gains rate and 
the income tax changes, fine. But I don’t 
think it’s fruitful here to negotiate the de- 
tails or try to. 

What we’ve got to do is get up now with, 
particularly, Ways and Means and Fi- 
nance—Danny Rostenkowski [chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Committee], 
Lloyd Bentsen [chairman of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee], Bill Archer [senior Re- 
publican member of the House Ways and 
Means Committee], and Bob Packwood 
[senior Republican member of the Senate 
Finance Committee]}—and discuss with 
them quietly what we can accept. I want 
them to know it. But I don’t think I can 
stand here and kind of negotiate or man- 
date exactly what will happen. 

Q. Sir, don’t you think, though, the secre- 
cy was an impediment? It felt like a lead 
balloon. The senior citizens in this country 
do not consider themselves a special inter- 
est; they’re a quarter of the population. 

The President. Right. 

Q. People who drive to work 50 miles 
every day or less certainly did consider it a 
hardship. Had you not negotiated more in 
public, more public dialog, more debate, 
don’t you think you would have been better 
offP 

The President. Well, I don’t know that 
any person who is opposed to raising gaso- 
line taxes would have been more inclined 
to accept them if the negotiations between 
Democrats and Republicans on these com- 
mittees had been done in public. But I 
think now the positions are clearer. And 
what I want to do is to see us go forward 
now. I mean, those are all out there now. 
And so, the committees know where the 
opposition’s coming from. 

But, Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International], the basic problem is this: 
Nobody wants to do anything in terms of 
where they’re affected. I mean, they just 
don’t want that, and yet they want the defi- 
cit down. And that’s what makes it difficult. 
But that’s why I was very pleased to see the 
agreement. Everyone had to give a little 
bit. But we’ll go back now and see if we 
can’t, in that spirit, get a deal by the 19th 
that I can sign. 
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Congressional Opposition to the Federal 
Budget Agreement 

Q. Mr. President, House Republicans by 
the end of last week were being accused of 
behaving like Democrats. There seemed to 
be fairly deep divisions within their ranks. 
You and the leaders did not carry a majori- 
ty of House Republicans on the budget 
deal. What hope do you now have and what 
reason do you have for holding that hope 
that you can do that the next time on a 
program that will, in effect, be written by 
the Democratic Party? 

The President. Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News], you only stated it, if I could—I don’t 
want to be argumentative, but the Demo- 
crats didn’t have their troops behind them. 
They didn’t have what they needed to get 
it through. So, it isn’t just the Republicans. I 
think the hope is that people see more 
clearly now that it isn’t easy. And as people 
go with their own alternatives now, they 
find that they can’t get the support. So, I 
think what we'll end up doing is staying 
very close to the agreement that I reached 
with the Republican and Democratic lead- 
ers. The last couple of few days have been 
like a catharsis; there’s been a clearing of 
the air. People—{inaudible|—here’s what 
I'd do, here’s what I'd like to do. And then 
they find, well, there’s no votes to do exact- 
ly what they’d like to do. 

So, I think we just have to work the proc- 
ess now and hope that the Congress will 
come up with a reasonable deal. The action 
is in the Congress—I keep pointing out— 
but we'll work with them. 


White House Negotiating Team 


Q. There seem to be considerable bitter 
feeling among Republicans towards some 
members of your team who felt they had 
been dealt with in a ham-handed or high- 
handed way. Has anything been done to 
patch this up, sirP And have you talked to 
members about that? 

The President. I’ve talked to the leaders, 
our leaders—Dole [Senate Republican 
leader} and Michel [House Republican 
leader] and others, Bill Archer yesterday— 
over the weekend—Al Simpson [assistant 
Senate Republican leader] and others. But 
any time you have a difficult road like this, 
there’s bound to be griping about it. I have 
total confidence in our team. And I think 
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they did a first-class job. And I don’t think 
we would ever have gotten the agreement 
out if they hadn’t done a first-class job. 

But also, you need a little time to calm 
things down, cool things off, and let’s try to 
go forward. I think it’s my responsibility to 
say, look, it’s not easy. All of us have had to 
compromise. Now let’s move the country 
forward to what really everybody wants, 
and that is getting these deficits under con- 
trol. 


President’s Support of Republican 
Candidates 


Q. Mr. President, getting back to the lack 
of support from Republicans. Tomorrow 
you're going to be campaigning in North 
Carolina for Senator Jesse Helms, who was 
one of your opponents on the budget. What 
is your message to the voters? Vote blindly 
Republican, or vote for legislators who sup- 
port your policies? 

The President. If we’d had more people 
on fiscal policy like Jesse Helms—and by 
that I mean control of the Senate—we 
wouldn’t be in this mess. People—{inaudi- 
ble}—been doing it more the way I want it 
done. So, I can’t confine my support to 
somebody who agrees with me on a deficit 
deal today or some bill tomorrow. We're 
talking about the broad approach to saving 
money. And I think Senator Helms has 
been very good about trying to contain the 
growth of Federal spending. 

So, I would be talking about the common 
themes. Everybody will be saying, hey, 
what about that, he was against you on the 
budget deal. Tomorrow it will be something 
else. So, we’re talking about the broad prin- 
ciples that unite us and urge you vote not 
just for Jesse but for others who—let’s see 
how I get this properly with the grammar— 
if we had more of whom we had—{laugh- 
ter}—we wouldn’t be in such a problem. 

Q. But if there’s no threat of retribution, 
what is to keep your fellow Republicans on 
the Hill from defying you with impunity on 
other issues? 

The President. Reason. 


Federal Budget Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, sort of back to Terry’s 
question. You had unprecedentedly high 
levels of popularity for a very long period of 
time. My question is, what do you suppose, 





sir, that popularity is good for if you can’t 
use it to persuade the American people on 
an issue you yourself described as one that 
was critical to the country? 

The President. 1'm not—I’ve been the 
one around here that if—you always ask me 
on these polls, up or down, what do I think? 
Every Monday there’s some new poll, by 
some new combination of a magazine and a 
television studio, and every week somebody 
wants me to comment on these. And I’ve 
been rather consistent in saying, Look, I 
don’t believe in these polls. But what it says 
is, we’re not doing too bad. Like to be 
doing better. And I think there’s still pretty 
strong support. But I guess I learned that 
you can’t do it exactly my way when we get 
down on something like the deficit. I do 
think internationally the support is still 
very, very strong. So, when you get into 
somebody’s pocketbook, or you’re worrying 
about a tax or a spending cut that affects 
someone, I’ve learned that it’s just not 
going to be done the way I want it, espe- 
cially if you don’t control the Senate or you 
don’t control the House. So, I can’t worry 
too much about it. I just have to try to get 
this process moved forward. And that’s 
what we’ve done. I’ve had to compromise, 
but I think it will come out all right. 

Q. Sir, if I might, I wonder if you think, 
though, that you’re paying the price now in 
asking the American people for sacrifice 
and having them rebuff it the way it hap- 
pened—paying the price for all those years 
in the Reagan-Bush administration that you 
sold supply-side economics. 

The President. No, I don’t think so. I 
think that when you see Democratic votes 
against the leadership, we’re talking about 
something a little shorter term here. I think 
you're looking at something that—when 
people have analyzed a package and don’t 
like parts of it. Because they’re still saying, 
Hey, we want you to vote for the overall 
package. So, the problem comes from some 
specific part of the package. That’s the way 
I analyze it. 

Q. Sir, you say you’ve learned that you 
just can’t have things the way you want it 
on the budget. But earlier this year you 
raised the stakes when you said the budget 
crisis would be the biggest test domestically 
of your Presidency. So far, have you failed 
the test, given the fiasco of last week? 
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The President. Give me a couple of 
weeks here. I want to see if we can’t get 
this deal through. I thought we did pretty 
well when we got an agreement with the 
Republican leadership and the House lead- 
ership, Democrat and Republican. To me, 
that’s getting something done. And we 
couldn’t get it through the Congress yet, so 
we'll try again. So, I think the jury is still 
out on that, John [John Cochran, NBC 
News]. 

Q. Do you suddenly feel politically a bit 
more vulnerable now? The Democrats 
smell blood. They’re looking to 92 now. 
George Bush has slipped. What do you 
think? 

The President. Well, without referring to 
the polls that I don’t like to refer to, have 
them take a look. [Laughter] 


Congressional Term Limits 


Q. Considering the movement to limit 
terms in Congress that’s been spreading 
around the country, would you support, 
either because of your current problems 
with Congress or because of the philosophy, 
term limitations? 

The President. You know, that was in the 
Republican platform. So, I may go public on 
that. Certainly not opposed to it. I haven’t 
decided exactly. But I think people want a 
change against the incumbents up there on 
the Hill. And you saw what happened in 
Oklahoma. I don’t know what’s going to 
happen. There’s two of those State—what 
do they call them, on the ballot—referen- 
dums on the ballot in California. Both of 
them are different slightly in terms of how 
they’re put into effect. But I expect they 
have a good chance. And as I say, we are 
committed in our platform to some limita- 
tion. But whether I make that a prime 
mover in the political campaign that lies 
ahead in the next few weeks, I don’t know. 
But I will remind people that it’s in there. 


Federal Budget Agreement 


. Can we clarify something that we 
talked about earlier? Many of the lawmak- 
ers say that the repudiation of the budget 
package reflects the fact that people feel 
that economic policy in this country over 
the last 10 years was fundamentally unfair, 
that it redistributed income too much to 
the wealthy and too little to the poor. Do 
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you think that that is part of the reason that 
your package was rejecied? 

The President. Might have been part of 
the reason, but I don’t think the entire 
reason, because I don’t think that’s why Re- 
publicans rejected it at all. 


Taxes 


Q. Could you also clarify your statement 
on the bubble? You said that it was talked 
about. Is that one of your positions, that you 
would support an exchange at the top—— 

The President. Sure, at some level. 

Q. What rate would you—— 

The President. I’ve told you I’m not going 
to try to negotiate it here. I want to get 
something done in these committees. So, 
what we’ve got to do is get with the Senate 
leaders, House leaders, Finance, and Ways 
and Means, and see if we can reach a for- 
mula. I don’t think it would be helpful to 
draw a line in the sand on what percentage 
of the exclusion on capital gains and then 
what we’d give in terms of leveling out the 
bubble or getting rid of the bubble. 

Q. Mr. President, during the campaign, 
when you took the position that you abso- 
lutely, positively would not raise taxes 
under any circumstance, and then a lot of 
your fellow Republicans, as you know, were 
encouraged to follow suit by taking this 
anti-tax pledge—do you think that that now 
is part of the reason that you’re having—— 

The President. Yes? 

Q. ——so much trouble? 

The President. { think that makes it more 
difficult for people. 

Q. Do you regret that you took that posi- 
tion? 

The President. No, because what I do is 
take a look at the situation at the time; see 
the changed economics; and say, I’ve got to 
go forward here. 

Q. Except that the deficit was very large 
then also. 

The President. Well, 1 know, but I 
thought we could get into effect the pro- 
gram that I ran on. Ran up against a lot of 
Democratic opposition: Sent a budget up 
that didn’t gain the support we wanted, and 
have done that twice. But I think you raise 
a good point, and some have told me that 
when I was talking to them. 
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Federal Budget Negotiations 


Q. Mr. President, a question about the 
process. The budget now being back in the 
hands of the congressional committees, 
where it was envisioned in the first place, 
do you have second thoughts about all this 
summitry that led up to this situation? 

The President. No, I don’t, because what 
we did is to get a deal that I think has 
support from the Amerivan people overall. 
And we’ve gotten out a lot of the under- 
brush. We’ve moved out a lot of the debate 
and moved it into a package that was sup- 
ported by the President, by the Republican 
leader in the House and the Senate, and by 
the Democratic leaders in the House and 
the Senate. 

So, I think we’ve made some progress, 
even though, obviously, it didn’t get 
through either House. But now we’re going 
to have to keep working this week. And 
some of the Members who would like to do 
it exactly his or her way are going to see 
that it doesn’t work quite that way. So, I 
don’t think it’s been time wasted at all. 

Q. Well, how badly does it undercut you 
politically in terms of some of the antago- 
nism between your staff, your budget direc- 
tor [Richard G. Darman, Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget], your 
Chief of Staff [John H. Sununu], people on 
the Hill, and within the Republican Party? 

The President. | don’t worry about that at 
all. I really don’t. ’'ve been campaigning 
for, and will continue to campaign for, 
people that might agree with me on this or 
might disagree with me on this; and we 
have broad principles that unite us. And 
when people get tired and stay up until 3 in 
the morning, every morning, why, there’s 
bound to be tensions. Calm it down, and try 
to go forward—that’s my approach to it. 


Palestinian Demonstrators Killed in 
Jerusalem 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday Israeli forces 
used the live ammunition to put down dem- 
onstrations in Israel, killing 19 Palestinians. 
Today Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq] 
is using that incident in an attempt to rally 
Arab support against Israel and, essentially, 
against the United States in the region. Do 
you think this incident could create a crack 





in the alliance against Iraq? And what’s 
your reaction to the incident? 

The President. Well, I don’t think it could 
do that. But, look, let me just express my 
strong feelings about this. First, my sorrow 
at this tragedy. It is particularly saddening, 
given the sanctity of the holy places and 
observances there, that violence shattered 
all of this. Arj I want to echo what [Secre- 
tary of State] Jim Baker said earlier: that 
Israeli security forces need to be better pre- 
pared for such situations, need to act with 
greater restraint, particularly when it comes 
to the use of deadly force. And at this point, 
what is needed most of all is calm on all 
sides. 

I don’t think I need to say this, but let me 
just state that we want to see the longstand- 
ing policy of maintaining open access to the 
holy places preserved, tempered only by 
mutual respect for people of other faiths. 
So, I am very, very saddened by this need- 
less loss of life, and I would call on all for 
restraint. The action will shift to the United 
Nations now. 

To the other part of your question, Jim 
[Jim Miklaszewski, NBC News], there’s no 
relationship here. Saddam Hussein has tried 
to, from the very beginning, justify the ille- 
gal invasion of Kuwait by trying to tie it in 
to the Palestine question. And that is not 
working. The Arab world is almost united 
against him. If he tries now to use this un- 
fortunate incident to link the two questions, 
I don’t think that will be successful. And 
certainly, I will be doing what I can to see 
that it is not successful. 

Having said that, I hope nobody questions 
our interest in seeing a solution to the Pal- 
estine question, to the implementation of 
the Security Council resolutions. And that’s 
what Jim Baker has been working so hard 
on for such a long time. But let’s separate 
out this violence and say: We deplore it, 
and it must not happen, and regret it—the 
loss of life—for everybody. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 

Q. Also a followup, please: Saddam Hus- 
sein also indicated today that the Iraqis 
have a new sort of missile that can reach 
into Israel and can reach the US. troops, 
and he’s threatening to use that force. 

The President. 1 noticed that, and I notice 
he’s getting a little more bellicose. Once in 
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a while you see a conciliatory statement, 
and then you hear a lot of heightened rhet- 
oric about what he is going to do and what 
he’s not going to do. Now, I’m satisfied that 
we can defend our interests now, and I’m 
satisfied that these threats of his are coun- 
terproductive in terms of solving any peace- 
ful resolution of the question. They don’t 
help a thing; they just polarize. 

So, I don’t want to overreact to it. I keep 
reading statements like this, ever since this 
illegal annexation, illegal aggression took 
place. There’s not too good a pattern. We 
watch it very carefully, and it’s pretty hard 
to detect a pattern. Now, there’s a theme, 
and that is trying to link the Palestine ques- 
tion into his—kind of giving justification for 
what he did against Kuwait. And yet the 
logic falls totally flat. 


Palestinian Demonstrators Killed in 
Jerusalem 


Q. Mr. President, on that subject, you said 
the action now shifts on this one to the 
United Nations. Having just been to the 
United Nations and talked about its in- 
creased relevance and role, how far are you 
prepared to go as far as the United States is 
concerned in meeting some of the Arab ef- 
forts to partially condemn Israel’s action 
and pass a resolution in that regard? 

The President. 1 think it all depends what 
the resolution is. And so, that’s just starting 
up there now, and we're not sure exactly 
what direction it all will take. So, I'd want 
to stop short of saying exactly what the U.S. 
Government could support or what it 
couldn’t support. 


Occupation of Kuwait 


Q. If I may, sir, on a related topic: When 
the Amir of Kuwait [Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir 
Al Sabah] was here, you expressed grave 
concern about the dismantling of Kuwait. 

The President. Yes, I did. 

Q. Your advisers said that that could 
affect the timetable for permitting sanctions 
to work. What is your feeling on that now, 
and is the dismantling continuing? 

The President. 1 thought General Scow- 
croft [Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs] put it very well after the 
Amir left here. And I am very much con- 
cerned, not just about the physical disman- 
tling but of the brutality that has now been 
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written on by Amnesty International con- 
firming some of the tales told us by the 
Amir of brutality. It’s just unbelievable, 
some of the things at least he reflected. I 
mean, people on a dialysis machine cut off, 
the machine sent to Baghdad; babies in in- 
cubators heaved out of the incubators and 
the incubators themselves sent to Baghdad. 
Now, I don’t know how many of these tales 
can be authenticated, but I do know that 
when the Amir was here he was speaking 
from the heart. And after that came Amnes- 
ty International, who were debriefing many 
of the people at the border. And it’s sicken- 
ing. 

And so, if your question was how long, I 
can’t give you an answer in days or months, 
but it is a new equation in the last 3 
weeks—the systematic dismantling of 
Kuwait that concerns us enormously. And I 
think the more people understand it, the 
more Saddam Hussein will be condemned. 
But I have to stop short of telling you 
where that leads me to in terms of recom- 
mending action by the allied forces there. 

Q. It does sound like your patience is 
wearing thin on the sanctions. 

The President. It’s wearing very thin on 
that account, yes. 


Domestic and Foreign Affairs 


Q. Mr. President, a couple of minutes 
ago, you said that public opinion seemed to 
support your handling of foreign affairs 
better than domestic affairs. Why do you 
think you’re so much more comfortable 
with or better at foreign matters than do- 
mesticP To some people, it seems like 
almost two Presidents here. 

The President. Well, I’ve read that sophis- 
ticated analysis. [Laughter] And I’m trou- 
bled because I don’t really know the answer 
to it. Perhaps it has to do with the fact that 
in one, I think the Vandenberg theory ap- 
plies. People really basically want to sup- 
port the President on foreign affairs, and 
partisanship does, in a sense, stop at the 
water’s edge. Whereas on domestic policy, 
here I am, with Democratic majorities in 
the Senate and Democratic majorities in 
the House, having to try to persuade them 
to do what I think is best. It is complicated. 
I mean, I think that’s part of it. Well, I 
don’t want to get stretched out on the 
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couch too far in terms of analysis. [Laugh- 
ter] 

But when you get a problem with the 
complexities that the Middle East has now 
and the Gulf has now, I enjoy trying to put 
the coalition together and keep it together 
and work towards what I think is a proper 
end, seeing that this aggression doesn’t suc- 
ceed. I can’t say I just rejoice every time I 
go up and talk to Danny Rostenkowski, my 
dear friend, about what he’s going to do on 
taxes. Does that help you? [Laughter] 

Have you got a followup? 

Q. It doesn’t sound like you have as much 
fun at it as you do at the other. 

The President. That’s about 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Fitzwater. Final question, please. 


right. 


Federal Budget Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, you pulled out all the 
stops on this budget deal, and it just 
flopped. Are you concerned, sir, that your 
leadership on other domestic issues now 
will be eroded since you couldn’t carry 
even half your own party in the House? 
You talk about clean air. You talk about 
crime. Are you worried that you’re just 
going to—the honeymoon is entirely over? 

The President. No, because I want to talk 
to Speaker Foley about this and [Senate ma- 
jority] leader Mitchell, because they pulled 
out all the stops and they didn’t get the 
votes they needed. So, I don’t think they 
feel that they can’t conduct their business 
in the House or in the Senate. And certain- 
ly, I don’t feel that I can’t conduct my busi- 
ness here. So, I don’t think there is erosion. 
In fact, you saw the House side come to- 
gether in terms of a veto right quick, like 
that. And I think there’s a certain maturity 
there. And we go on to the next event—I 
mean—and stay with it. You can’t stay there 
forever and mope about it. I don’t worry 
about that. 


White House Negotiating Team 


Q. In terms of the disdain up on the Hill 
from both Republicans and Democrats for 
some members of your staff—some of them 
in this room—have you taken any of your 
staff to the woodshed, sir? 

The President. Absolutely not. I have full 
confidence in them. And when the passions 
get high, I understand that there’s bound to 





be a little broken china up there. But, hey, 
look, if I got outraged every time I watched 
C-SPAN and heard some outrageous Demo- 
crat go after me, and I sulked about it, and 
I fretted about it, and I called Tom Foley 
about it and said why do you permit this, I 
wouldn’t be able to do anything. So, I don’t 
worry about that. 

In terms of my team, they did an out- 
standing job. And I’ve had more Members 
tell me that. So, what you hear is the 
squeaking wheel. You hear those that aren’t 
particularly happy. Maybe they didn’t get it 
exactly their way. The news, of course, is 
man bites dog. Republican goes after Re- 
publican. So, I don’t think we’ve got a prob- 
lem at all. We’ve got three bright people 
working hard to move my objectives for- 
ward—and I think they happen to be the 
country’s objectives—forward. 

Q. Who, sir, are these Members of Con- 
gress who are hailing the work of your 
team? 

The President. Plenty of them. Go talk to 
the leadership. Talk to Bob Michel. Talk to 
Bob Dole. They’re the leaders. They’re the 
key leaders of the Congress. You want to 
talk about a squeaking wheel from time to 
time. I want to talk about those that have a 
broader view of things. 

Two more. One, two—and that’s the 
second in the middle. [Laughter] 

Q. You forgot the back row. 

The President. That’s the way we counted 
the votes on the deal. Go ahead. [Laughter] 

Q. Following on Ellen’s [Ellen Warren, 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers] question, do 
you think anyone on your staff—or do you 
think, in general, not—without naming 
names, which I’m certain you won’t want to 
do in any case—didn’t the White House end 
of this handle anything wrong? Is it all_— 

The President. 1 probably made some 
mistakes. I thought, frankly, that we had a 
deal that would get support from a majority 
of the Republicans. And I tried very hard. I 
made, golly, I can’t remember how many 
phone calls. So, if we’re trying to assign 
blame, lay it right here. But I’m not going 
to go into trying to analyze the perform- 
ance of each staff member, because I have 
confidence in the constructive role they 
played in bringing the deal as far as it was 
brought. 
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Sat there night after night, day after day, 
trying to make something positive happen. 
The time we had of what seemed to be a 
harmonious meeting in the Cabinet Room, 
those leaders that were there spoke very 
proudly and positively about the role of the 
White House negotiators—with great awe 
of some of them because of the totality of 
their knowledge on the details of this. So, I 
can’t get all caught up because there’s now 
a new wave of stories trying to get inside 
the White House as to who’s winning, who’s 
losing. I mean, that’s endless, and we can’t 
do it. 

Once and then twice. Sorry, we really do 
have to go. 


Republican Support in the House of 
Representatives 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve correctly noted 
that the Democrats and the Republican ma- 
jority voted against the deal last week, but 
you've omitted mentioning that only the 
Democrats voted in both Houses—a majori- 
ty of the Democrats voted for it in the new 
deal. And a majority of the Republicans feel 
that’s because you met the objections of 
Democrats and that you signed onto that 
this morning. Could you explain why you 
agree—— 

The President. The budget resolution was 
passed with Republican votes. We provided 
a majority of our people to vote for it up 
there. 

Q. Yes, but not the majority in the House, 
sir, by far, and only a bare majority of four 
in the Senate. 

The President. But they voted, I thought, 
overwhelmingly and on the record for the 
continuing resolution. 

Q. You don’t feel you have any opposition 
among Republicans in the House? 

The President. Oh, yes. Absolutely. 

Q. What are you going to do to fix that? 

The President. Work with the commit- 
tees, try to point out what we’re working 
towards—and towards $500 billion in seri- 
ous, real budget cuts. And then ask them, 
here’s what you want, now we’ve tried that 
one. How will you get it done? Listen in- 
tently, reach out to heal. Get everybody in 
the room and say, now wait a minute, how 
are we going to get something done? It’s 
easy to be against something, but what are 
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we going to be for? How are we going to 
solve the problem so we don’t mortgage the 
future of the kids, and so we move forward 
and get interest rates down, and so we 
create more jobs? And I’ve got to do quite a 
bit of that myself, and the staff will be 
working with that approach. But that’s the 
way I do it. 
Last one. Yes? 


Stopgap Funding for the Government 


Q. As you pointed out a lot of the hard 
work really remains ahead. Are you deter- 
mined, as you were before, to keep Con- 
gress to the October 19th deadline? Will 
you veto another CR [continuing resolution] 
if they haven’t finished the job by then? 

The President. 1 think the fact that I 
vetoed that last one resulted in the new 
budget resolution and a continuing resolu- 
tion that we could accept, because the 
budget resolution was passed, both Houses. 
I’m absolutely convinced that if I had not 
vetoed that CR and that had not been sus- 
tained, everybody would have gone home, 
they’d all marched in the parades for Co- 
lumbus Day holding the signs up, and start- 
ed negotiating today. So, once in a while 
the President, using the veto, can indeed 
move the process forward. And that’s exact- 
ly what happened. And I would do it again 
if I felt that it would constructively lead to 
getting the problem solved. 

Let me make this point again. Last 
summer, it was my gut instinct to ask the 
Congress to stay here and not go off for a 
vacation. And I talked to the leaders and 
they convinced me, for better or for worse, 
that that would be counterproductive. 
Looking over my _ shoulder—somebody 
here—what mistakes have I made, or did 
we make—that may have been one of them 
because I think maybe we could have had a 
lot of this underbrush out of the way well 
before now if I had done that. But I didn’t 
do it. And they told me, they assured me it 
would be a much more cooperative envi- 
ronment after Labor Day. 

Now, they asked me the other day not to 
veto this continuing resolution—the Demo- 
cratic leaders did. And I said, Look, I hope 
you don’t think I’ve been under any false 
colors with you people, because I’ve made 
very clear that I’m going to veto it. And 
they agreed with that, but they just thought 
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I made the wrong call on it. I don’t think 
so. I think I made the right call, and I think 
there’s one of the times when a President’s 
veto can discipline the process. And so, I 
reserve the option to use whatever constitu- 
tional weapons I have to move things for- 
ward. 

Q. Sir, will you veto the civil rights bill 
now? 

The President. | think that’s the last ques- 
tion, we said, by agreement there. And so, 
thank you very much. 

Q. What about the civil rights bill? 

The Presiuent. Mary [Mary McGrory, 
Washington Post], you haven’t been here in 
a long time. I run the risk of getting into 
trouble here because you haven’t been too 
understanding of my programs, but what is 
it? [Laughter] 

Q. Will you veto the civil rights bill? 

The President. Is your name Mary? 


President’s Support of Republican 
Candidates 


Q. Last week your Chief of Staff said that 
you would go into Members’ districts who 
opposed you on the budget resolution. This 
morning you have said you will go into 
their districts. Is this a thought-out strategy 
of bad cop-good cop? And if it’s just a rou- 
tine, don’t you think people would feel cyn- 
ical? 

The President. Why don’t I let the Chief 
of Staff say what it was he said exactly. You 
heard what I said. And he and I are in total 
agreement on what I will do in terms of 
campaigning. Would it be useful to have 
him repeat what he said? 

Q. Yes. 

Mr. Sununu. | said the President will be 
out there campaigning for them and might 
look them in the eye and ask for their sup- 
port on the budget. That’s what I said. 

Q. You didn’t say that he would go into 
their districts and campaign against them? 

Mr. Sununu. No, I didn’t. And nobody 
has said I said that. What I said was: The 
President could go into your district, cam- 
paign for you. If he wants your support on 
the budget, he’s going to look you in the 
eye sometime and ask you to do it, and I 
hope that you’ve supported him because if 
he looks you in the eye and asks you to do 





it on the campaign it might be a little em- 
barrassing. 

Q. Did you go too far, Governor? 

Mr. Sununu. I don’t think so. We got a 
budget passed, didn’t we? 


Note: The President’s 63d news conference 
began at 10:30 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. Marlin Fitzwater is Press 
Secretary to the President. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing on 
Drugs in the Workplace 


October 9, 1990 


I’m sorry to have missed the briefings, 
but I first wanted to thank Jim Burke, my 
old friend; and Bill Moss; Bob Allen for co- 
hosting this event today. And of course, 
thank Bob Mosbacher and our Czar, Bill 
Bennett, for participating today as well. 

You know, I am very pleased to be over 
here. A lot going on in other quarters, as 
we all know. [Laughter] But we’ve got to 
keep the focus on your important work 
here, and I think we are endeavoring to do 
that. So, I really wanted to come here to 
just demonstrate my determination to do 
everything in my power to see that the 
scourge of drugs is banished from this coun- 
try. 

It may not always be on the front pages, 
but let me assure you that it’s on our minds 
every day. Bill Bennett is doing an out- 
standing job in this fight, coordinating a lot 
of strong-willed Cabinet officers in the 
process—Bob Mosbacher, Jim Baker fully 
involved because of the international as- 
pects of this. So, I can tell you, it does have 
the attention and concern of all our top 
administration officials. 

By strengthening our interdiction efforts 
and then supporting law enforcement and 
expanding our treatment opportunities, I 
think we’re doing our part. You can’t say 
we can’t do more. But we’ve got a good 
National Drug Strategy that I’m sure you’ve 
heard about and that’s been spelled out so 
clearly by Bill Bennett. 

But I keep coming back to what Jim 
Burke and I first talked about. And that is 
simply that this war is not going to be won 
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by government alone. It simply cannot be. 
And so, we have to enlist the aid of every 
corporation. Seventy percent of all illegal 
drug users are employed. One in 12 full- 
time employees report current use of illicit 
drugs. But day by day—and you’ve heard 
the numbers—we are winning the fight 
against drug abuse in the workplace, due in 
large part to the corporate Points of Light 
which are shining brightly all across this 
country, many of which are represented 
right here today. 

There are countless ways in which corpo- 
rate America can make a real difference in 
the communities in helping them be drug- 
free. There are counseling and treatment 
programs in the workplace for drug-de- 
pendent workers, and then also for the fam- 
ilies of these drug-dependent workers. Edu- 
cation programs show employees how to 
avoid the temptation of drugs. Many com- 
panies are going way beyond the workplace 
to fight drugs and their ravaging effects in 
their surrounding communities. It’s almost 
like some of you all are adopting the com- 
munities in which you live, and it’s a won- 
derful thing. 

Many corporations fighting to make the 
workplace and the larger community drug- 
free are exactly what we talk about when 
we talk about this concept, Points of Light. 
You know, when that slogan or those words 
were put together and we started in talking 
about them—I see Gregg Petersmeyer, 
who’s our lead in the White House on this— 
when that all started, it passed the laugh 
test, but people weren’t quite sure whether 
we'd follow up. And I'll tell you, it is won- 
derful when you go out around the country 
and meet some who have been designated 
Points of Light. It doesn’t make the front 
page of the Washington Post or the evening 
news on the networks. But I'll tell you, it 
really spreads out through communities and 
then to neighboring communities across the 
States. 

And so, I think the Points of Light con- 
cept is being understood. And I think it fits 
right in, Jim, to what you were talking to 
me about when I first became President— 
individuals, corporations, unions, schools, 
places of worship, groups, organizations of 
every type recognizing that drugs are, 
indeed, everyone’s problem. So, being a 
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corporate Point of Light in the fight against 
drugs is not some do-good concept. It’s 
smart business, and it is indeed, in many 
instances, the key to our economic survival. 

To maintain our edge in an increasingly 
sophisticated international economy, our 
workers have got to be literate and well- 
trained and, indeed, drug-free. So, when I 
talk about competitiveness now, I talk about 
the workplace being drug-free. Thanks to 
your efforts and those of the other Points of 
Light there’s been a sea change in the atti- 
tude of a special group of Americans about 
substance abuse, and I’m talking about our 
young people. 

Doing drugs is no longer—and I’m sure 
Bill’s talked to you—perceived as “cool.” 
It’s come to be seen for what it is: a dead- 
end street, a dark tunnel with no light at 
the end. Those advertisements that Jim and 
others have been responsible for are really 
powerful—powerful message. I _ think 


they’re getting through to the American 
people. 

So, I wanted to thank you because you’re 
helping me convey to the young people the 


message that there is no place for them in 
the work force of tomorrow if they’re 
hooked on drugs today. 

So, thank you very much for what you’re 
already accomplishing, and I want to urge 
you to sally forth and enlist other corpora- 
tions in this movement against drugs in the 
workplace. Every corporation can make 
elimination of drugs in the workplace its 
personal mission. We’re on the right road; 
I’m confident we’re heading in the right 
direction. 

There is a light at the end of this tunnel. 
The figures back this up. It’s not just our 
emotion—Bill Bennett’s and mine, Bill 
Moss’ and mine—the figures back this up, a 
direct and consequential result of your ef- 
forts beginning to pay off. 

So, thank you very much for what you’ve 
done. Please keep it up. Thanks for coming 
to the White House, taking out busy sched- 
ules and taking your mind off of all of the 
problems that are out there. But I can’t 
think of anything that gets more fundamen- 
tally to the fabric of our society than this 
question of illegal drug use and our chal- 
lenge of trying to get rid of it. So thank you 
all very, very much. I appreciate it. 
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Note: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
James E. Burke, chairman of the Partner- 
ship for a Drug-Free America; William 
Moss, Chairman of the President’s Drug 
Advisory Council; Robert E. Allen, chair- 
man of American Telephone and Telegraph 
Co.; Secretary of Commerce Robert A. Mos- 
bacher; William J. Bennett, Director of Na- 
tional Drug Control Policy; Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III; and C. Gregg Pe- 
tersmeyer, Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of the Office of National Serv- 
ice. 


Proclamation 6196—Mental Illness 
Awareness Week, 1990 


October 9, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Mental illnesses affect millions of adults, 
children, and adolescents throughout the 
United States. Striking without regard to 
race, gender, or economic status, mental ill- 
nesses not only deprive these Americans of 
full, fhappy, and productive lives but also 
infliét a heavy emotional and financial 
burden on them and their families as well. 
Mental illness has become one of the most 
costly public health problems in our coun- 
try, both in terms of wasted human poten- 
tial and suffering and in terms of the cost of 
health care and lost school or work hours. 

Fortunately, however, recent progress in 
the study of the human brain has strength- 
ened hopes that mental illness can be over- 
come. Basic research in the biomedical and 
behavioral sciences has produced astound- 
ing advances in our understanding of the 
causes, progression, and manifestations of 
mental illnesses. The implications for our 
ongoing efforts to develop means of pre- 
venting and even curing mental illnesses 
are profoundly heartening. 

During the past 20 years, we have made 
great strides in treating mental disorders 
and in developing drugs that ameliorate the 
symptoms of such conditions as depression, 





schizophrenia, anxiety disorders, and obses- 
sive compulsive disorders. New techniques 
are leading to improved assessments of in- 
tellectual functions, as well as effective drug 
therapies and vocational rehabilitation pro- 
grams to help persons with mental illnesses. 

The success of much of the basic and clin- 
ical research that has revolutionized neuro- 
science can be attributed to amazing new 
technologies. For example, through sophisti- 
cated imaging tools and computerized to- 
mography, physicians and scientists are now 
able to trace the intricate pathways through 
which the brain’s messages flow. By literally 
watching the brain function in this manner, 
they are leerning more about normal and 
abnormal behavior, emotion, and thought. 

Last year, I signed into law House Joint 
Resolution 174, which called for the observ- 
ance of the 1990s as the “Decade of the 
Brain.” This resolution recognized both the 
advances and the opportunities that have 
been generated through basic brain re- 
search. It also underscored our Nation’s de- 
termination to continue working—through 
the efforts of Federal agencies, private re- 
search foundations, health care providers, 
and concerned voluntary organizations—to 
improve the diagnosis, treatment, and pre- 
vention of mental illnesses and to dispel the 
myths and misconceptions that too often 
prevent victims and their families from ob- 
taining the help and acceptance they need 
and deserve. 

To enhance public awareness of mental 
illness and to promote greater understand- 
ing for those who suffer from it, the Con- 
gress, by Senate. Joint Resolution 256 
(Public Law 101-348), has designated the 
week beginning October 7 and ending Oc- 
tober 13, 1990, as “Mental Illness Aware- 
ness Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 7 
through October 13, 1990, as Mental Illness 
Awareness Week. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this week with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities designed to foster 
greater understanding for mentally ill indi- 
viduals and recognition of their need for 
treatment and rehabilitation. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:19 p.m., October 9, 1990) 


Proclamation 6197—National 
Children’s Day, 1990 


October 9, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Every child is a great and precious bless- 
ing, a unique individual of inestimable 
worth and potential. Given love, encourage- 
ment, and the opportunity to develop his or 
her own special gifts, every child will make 
a singular contribution to his family and to 
the world around him. 

Parents have no greater or more reward- 
ing responsibility than to welcome, nurture, 
and protect the children God has entrusted 
to their care. In addition to supplying the 
steady, reliable material support that is vital 
to their children’s emotional and physical 
well-being, parents are charged with the 
stewardship of their little ones’ spiritual and 
intellectual development. 

Whether he or she is their biological, 
adoptive, or foster child, every youngster 
needs both parents’ attention and affection, 
as well as praise and guidance. The time a 
child spends with his or her parents is 
priceless, because the lessons learned in 
their company will last a lifetime. Indeed, 
as their first teachers, best friends, and most 
influential role models, parents shape the 
course of their little ones’ life’s journey, 
helping them to grow in faith, self-disci- 
pline, self-esteem, and respect and concern 
for others. The importance of parents’ ex- 
ample cannot be overstated, because with- 
out trust in God and a firm belief in what is 
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right and good, a child is much like a ship 
without an anchor or a compass. 

The government must not and, indeed, 
cannot arrogate to itself the primary re- 
sponsibility of parents in caring for their 
children. However, it can help parents in 
their sometimes difficult role through wise 
and carefully developed measures that 
strengthen the family and give every child 
the opportunity to grow up safe, healthy, 
and well educated. 

On this day set aside in honor of our 
Nation’s youngest and most vulnerable citi- 
zens, let us remember that each and every 
child is a treasure from God. Let us also 
renew our determination to render our 
children the love and respect they need 
and deserve. Doing so is not only a moral 
imperative, it is also in our Nation’s best 
interest. After all, the child who is treated 
in a just, loving, and thoughtful manner is 
most likely to become the kind of citizen 
and neighbor who treats others with the 
same. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
316 (Public Law 101-349), has designated 
the second Sunday in October 1990 as “Na- 
tional Children’s Day” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Sunday, October 14, 1990, 
as National Children’s Day. I call upon the 
American people to observe that day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac- 
tivities designed to honor children and to 
emphasize the importance of their well- 
being to our entire Nation. I also urge all 
Americans to reflect upon the importance 
of children to our families, as well as the 
importance of strong families to our chil- 
dren. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:03 p.m., October 9, 1990) 
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With Prime 
Minister A.N.R. Robinson of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

October 9, 1990 


The President met today with Prime Min- 
ister A.N.R. Robinson of Trinidad and 
Tobago in the Oval Office. The President 
expressed his sorrow over the loss of life in 
the coup attempt in late July, and he con- 
gratulated the Prime Minister and his gov- 
ernment for the bravery shown in confront- 
ing the terrorists and in defending their 
democratic institutions. The Prime Minister 
thanked the President for U.S. support of 
democracy in his country. He said that the 
situation had returned to normal. 

The United States and Trinidad and 
“Tobago have closely cooperated on a 
uumber of issues of mutual concern. The 
President commended the Prime Minister 
for his market-oriented economic policies, 
his commitment to the war on drugs, and 
for his strong statement of support for U.N. 
measures against Iraqi aggression. The 
recent extension of the Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative is a sign of our firm commitment to 
the economic well-being of the Caribbean, 
and we are confident that the Enterprise 
for the Americas Initiative will support Car- 
ibbean integration. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Foreign Minister Sa‘ud al-Faysal Al 
Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia 


October 9, 1990 


The President met this afternoon in the 
Oval Office with His Royal Highness, 
Prince Sa‘ud al-Faysal, the Foreign Minister 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Presi- 
dent asked the Prince to convey to His Maj- 
esty, King Fahd, assurances of the United 
States continued commitment to ending 
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait and the restora- 
tion of the legitimate government of 
Kuwait. The Prince said that Saudi Arabia is 
pleased by the support it has received from 
the United States and the international 
community in opposing Iraqi aggression. 
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The President and Prince Sa‘ud both 
agreed on the importance of economic 
sanctions as a means of achieving a peaceful 
solution to the crisis. They also shared their 
concern over Iraq’s brutal behavior against 
Kuwait and the Kuwaiti people. They also 
discussed other matters, including the 
recent violence in Jerusalem, deploring it 
and calling upon all parties to exercise re- 
straint. 


Proclamation 6198—United Nations 
Day, 1990 


October 10, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This year, as we commemorate the found- 
ing of the United Nations nearly half a cen- 
tury ago, we also celebrate recent progress 
toward the noble goals set forth in both its 
Charter and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which was adopted by the 
U.N. General Assembly on December 10, 
1948. Those goals are based on principles 
that have been cherished and defended by 
the American people for more than 2 cen- 
turies. 

Noting that “recognition of the dignity of 
the equal and unalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foun- 
dation of freedom, justice, and peace in the 
world,” the United Nations General Assem- 
bly provided in its Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights a resounding affirmation of 
the timeless ideals enshrined in our Consti- 
tution. This historic Declaration established 
a common standard of conduct for all peo- 
ples and all governments. Its signatories 
agreed to respect freedom of thought and 
freedom of conscience, as well as freedom 
of religion and belief. They also recognized 
an individual’s right to freedom of move- 
ment and assembly, as well as his right to 
participate in the government of his coun- 
try and to own property, either alone or in 
association with others. 

During the past several years, efforts to 
implement internal reforms at the United 
Nations have helped to bring this body 


closer to the ideals envisioned by its found- 
ers when they adopted the U.N. Charter 
and “reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 
human rights, [and] in the dignity and 
worth of the human person.” The United 
States has welcomed these reforms, as well 
as the recent decline in ideological confron- 
tation among U.N. members, and we have 
applauded moves toward consensus and co- 
operation in the search for practical solu- 
tions to serious global problems. 

During the past year alone, prospects for 
international peace, understanding, and co- 
operation have improved greatly in regions 
where they once seemed remote. A signifi- 
cant portion of the credit for these positive 
developments must be given to the United 
Nations. Indeed, the United Nations has 
proved to be helpful in achieving regional 
peace and stability by promoting construc- 
tive dialogue between nations and the non- 
violent resolution of conflicts. Through its 
peacekeeping efforts and monitoring of the 
electoral process, the United Nations has 
helped the people of countries such as Na- 
mibia and Nicaragua to chart their own 
course in a genuine exercise of self-determi- 
nation. The United Nations has also helped 
to promote the social and economic devel- 
opment of countries beset by strife and pov- 
erty. Nevertheless, great challenges lie 
ahead in places as far-flung as Cambodia, El 
Salvador, and the Western Sahara. 

Many of the challenges faced by the 
United States and other U.N. members tran- 
scend national and even regional bound- 
aries. Most recently, for example, the 
United Nations has played a central role in 
international efforts to meet the grave 
threat posed by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 
The United Nations has spoken firmly and 
without hesitation through eight Security 
Council Resolutions condemning the inva- 
sion, demanding Iraq’s immediate and un- 
conditional withdrawal from Kuwait, and 
mandating economic sanctions against the 
government of Saddam Hussein. 

In addition to efforts designed to help 
restore peace and stability to the Persian 
Gulf region, the United Nations agenda in- 
cludes plans to protect the global environ- 
ment and to combat the scourge of drug 
trafficking. We look to the United Nations 
as a valuable forum for the discussion of 
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such issues, and we welcome the aid of its 
specialized agencies in developing and im- 
plementing specific programs to enhance 
international cooperation in these and other 
areas. 

The United Nations is also helping to lead 
a new campaign for the eradication of illit- 
eracy. The U.N. General Assembly has pro- 
claimed 1990 as the “International Year of 
Literacy,” and the United States has enthu- 
siastically joined other member-states in a 
concerted effort to promote education and 
learning. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim October 24, 1990, as 
United Nations Day. I invite all Americans 
to observe this day with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:20 p.m., October 10, 1990} 


Remarks at a Fundraising Breakfast for 
Senator Jesse Helms in Raleigh, 
North Carolina 


October 10, 1990 


Thank you for that welcome. And let me 
say at the outset, I’m very, very pleased to 
be back. It’s always good to see Governor 
Jim Martin, Dottie. He hasn’t lightened up 
any, but nevertheless—{/aughter|—I’m glad 
to see him. Of course, Jim Gardner, my old 
classmate in the House, and his wife, Marie, 
and to Bill Graham, our State banking com- 
missioner, who did a fabulous job as the 
Bush-Quayle chairman for the State, and of 
course, to our present State chairman, Jack 
Hawke, who’s doing a superb job for the 
State party—thanks to each and every one 
of you. 
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If recent events have shown anything at 
all, it is that we need more Republicans in 
the Congress. There are two here today 
who you must support, should support, will 
win: Ted Blanton and John Carrington— 
both running for the House, and we need 
them. We also have some State legislative 
candidates: State Rep Art Pope and Skip 
Stam—both are needed back in the State 
house. Don’t forget that level of govern- 
ment. And we should send Bill Boyd to the 
State senate to join them. Also, a big thank 
you to those who made this special event 
possible: Jim Johnson, the chairman of RJR, 
and to Jim and Dave and so many others 
that have been so instrumental in the suc- 
cess of this important event. 

I'd be remiss if I didn’t mention two who 
flew down with Jesse and me today on Air 
Force One. First, someone who this crowd 
is particularly proud of, and I’m talking 
about our Secretary of Labor, Elizabeth - 
Dole. She has done an outstanding job for 
us. And then another who has roots in this 
State and has done a superior job, a superb 
job, of heading up our battle against narcot- 
ics, designed our national drug strategy that 
is beginning to work, and I’m, of course, 
talking about Bill Bennett, the Drug Czar, 
down here. 

And again, it’s great to be back in Ra- 
leigh. I bring you greetings from Barbara. 
Dot—where’s Dot? She sends you her spe- 
cial love. They’re very good friends. To 
brag just a little bit, I'd like to point out 
what a great job my Barbara is doing to 
combat illiteracy in the United States. 

When we first arrived in Washington, the 
words of Harry Truman and advice stuck in 
my head. He said, “If you want a friend in 
Washington, get a dog.” [Laughter] Well, 
times have gotten a little hectic up there. 
Who would have thought that our own dog, 
Millie, would write a book that was the 
number one on the bestseller list last week 
of the New York Times? [Laughter] Give 
her Alpo and she wants to see the wine list. 
[Laughter] 

But it is a pleasure to be here after this 
momentous week: the unification of Germa- 
ny, the bipartisan budget agreement, and of 
course—particularly here in the Tarheel 
State—the 30th anniversary of “The Andy 
Griffith Show.” [Laughter] 
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But I am very proud and privileged to 
again be at the side of my friend, this cham- 
pion of conviction, Senator Jesse Helms. 

As a public servant who’s given 18 years 
to the U.S. Senate, Jesse has become one of 
its most effective leaders as a watchdog of 
taxpayer money and a defender of family 
values. And he’s earned a reputation—well- 
earned reputation—of independence and 
candor. And occasionally, of course, there 
are going to be differences. And yesterday 
we had a national press conference there, 
and they tried to point out, well, Jesse 
wasn’t with us on one issue or another. 
That’s not the point. The point, I told them, 
is that if we had more Senators like him we 
wouldn’t be trying to solve some of these 
problems. They should have been solved 
months ago—years ago. 

But we’ve got a budget problem, and we 
are standing together. And the fact that the 
Democrats control the Congress is all the 
more reason for Republicans to stand firm 
to make this the best budget deal possible. 

Pressures caused by the deficit have been 
boiling for years. This year, they’ve reached 
the boiling point. For 8 long months, we’ve 
wrestled with this problem. For 8 long 
months, I’ve tried to negotiate in good faith 
and laid it on the table, even revenues. 
Took the heat, pushed hard for the biparti- 
san agreement not because it was the best 
plan ever but because it was the best plan 
possible. And I will continue now to press 
hard for a budget that fulfills the spirit of 
that bipartisan plan and proves to the 
American people once and for all that we 
can deal with this deficit that is mortgaging 
the future of those young children over 
there. We’ve got to turn it around now and 
get the deficit under control. 

So, my objective now—and that’s what 
Jesse and I and other leaders were talking 
about yesterday—is to put together a better 
package, one that meets our target of $500 
billion of deficit reduction over the next 5 
years. As the Congress works on this new 
agreement, let me be clear that any pack- 
age I sign must meet the following criteria: 
It must be consistent with the themes of 
the bipartisan budget summit agreement. It 
must be produced on a bipartisan basis. And 
it must have full and fair opportunities for 
all voices to be heard. It must deliver real 
spending cuts with real savings. 


The American people, I think, are sick 
and tired of this smoke-and-mirrors ap- 
proach to the fiscal policy of the United 
States. So, I think it is time for the Congress 
to rise to the occasion, to make the hard 
choices and real reductions. 

The budget must include progrowth in- 
centives to create jobs and to keep the 
economy moving forward. And the spend- 
ing cuts we agree on must be fully enforce- 
able. And the budget I sign must include 
significant budget process reforms, just as 
those that were hammered out in that bi- 
partisan agreement. Someday I would like 
to have—and I expect I can confidently 
speak for Jim Martin—what he’d like to 
have in the State, I’d like to have at the 
Federal level—if the Congress can’t do 
these cuts, the cuts that Jesse’s been recom- 
mending for years, give the President the 
line-item veto. Give him a shot at it. 

And I’m also still in favor of the balanced 
budget amendment. I think it would disci- 
pline the Congress, and I think it would 
discipline the Federal Government as well. 
I think the American people have every 
right to expect more from their elected 
representatives. So, let’s not let them down. 
If this is the best the system can do, then 
it’s time to build a better budget system. 

And Jesse knows exactly what I’m talking 
about because he is one of the toughest 
fighters in Washington for lower govern- 
ment spending. He’s out there on the point 
day in and day out. And ironically, he prac- 
tices what he preaches. He’s never taken a 
so-called junket. He doesn’t send out mass 
mailings at taxpayers’ expense. And he’s re- 
turned $3 million to the United States 
Treasury in unused office funds. 

This is an interesting statistic: He ranks 
number one in the Senate for cutting 
wasteful spending and opposing massive 
spending bills, according to the National 
Taxpayers Union. In fact, that group said: 
“If every Member of Congress cast spend- 
ing votes as carefully as Senator Jesse 
Helms, we would have a balanced Federal 
budget, lower taxes, and a healthier econo- 
my.” And I agree with that, and the people 
of North Carolina agree with that, too. 

And he has always been a clear and a 
strong voice for this State. Ask the more 
than 43,000 North Carolinians who got 
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their Social Security checks after Jesse 
cleared away the redtape for them, or the 
serviceman Jesse helped get home from the 
Philippines and into Walter Reed Hospital 
up there for malaria treatment, or the 
dying little boy whose dream of attending a 
Redskins football game and meeting players 
came true, thanks to this Senator. And 
that’s the kind of compassion and commit- 
ment that North Carolina needs, and that’s 
what Jesse Helms stands for. He’s never for- 
gotten who sent him to the United States 
Senate, and he never will. 

And he is known as a tough fighter, a 
man of tenacity. Senator Sam Ervin once 
said, “I admire Senator Helms very much 
because he’s one of the few men in public 
life who’s got the courage to stand up for 
what he honestly believes. Courage,” he 
went on, “is the rarest trait among public 
men. Many of them are intelligent, but 
there are very few of them that are coura- 
geous.” What a wonderful tribute to your 
Senator. 

True grit. Speaking of true grit, it was 
John Wayne who once said, “Jesse, we need 
a hundred like you.” And Ill tell you, the 
liberals must be thanking their lucky stars 
they’ve only got one Jesse Helms. But if we 
did have a hundred, here’s where it would 
have made a difference—one place—and 
that’s on the crime bill I’m fighting for. 

Jesse’s father was a police chief. And he’s 
supported 45 different bills to crack down 
on crimes and drugs. And Jesse, like me, 
believes that cop killers do deserve the ulti- 
mate penalty. And so, in May of ’89, after 
consultation with Senator Helms and other 
leaders in the Senate, I sent our Violent 
Crime Control Act to Capitol Hill, with a 
real, workable death penalty for criminals 
who kill Federal law enforcement officers, 
right at the heart of the legislation. Last 
week, the House finally passed its version of 
our crime bill, after nearly 16 months of 
delay. Now it goes to the House-Senate con- 
ference committee for deliberations. Well, 
if we had a Republican majority, that crime 
bill would have been passed 16 months ago. 
That’s a disgrace, and that’s why we need 
more Republicans in Congress—both Senate 
and House. 

I think the voters are beginning to under- 
stand that our crime legislation seeks to 
eliminate these liberal loopholes that allow 
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the worst criminals to escape punishment. 
And the message voters send to criminals in 
North Carolina will be determined by the 
Senator the voters send to Washington in 
November. And that Senator will, of course, 
be Senator Jesse Helms. 

I’ve said it before here in the State and in 
Washington: The Jesse Helms I know is a 
man of conviction, a man who embodies 
the values of North Carolina’s quiet and 
decent people—God-fearing good citizens 
who believe, for instance, as I do, in return- 
ing voluntary prayer to our nation’s class- 
rooms; people with the kind of mainstream 
values that gave them the nickname Tar- 
heels—famous for sticking to their princi- 
ples. 

A reporter once asked Jesse what he 
would most like to be remembered for. Per- 
haps, thought the reporter, it would be 
Jesse’s plan for choice in education or his 
tireless work on behalf of so many charities 
or even his magnificent family—five kids 
and six grandchildren. But the Senator re- 
plied this: “Not once have I bent a princi- 
ple.” 

And that’s the Jesse Helms who, for the 
last 18 years, has stood for one very impor- 
tant principle, a strong defense, even when 
it meant standing up against the odds. In 
the 1970’s, Jesse was a lone voice crying out 
against the cuts in defense that nearly 
brought America to her knees. And he was 
one of President Reagan’s strongest sup- 
porters in rebuilding our vital defense 
needs. Today freedom is on the march from 
Moscow to Managua, and it really is because 
America is strong again. And a strong 
America is helping build a more democratic 
world, offering the hope of freedom that 
could never have been offered if people 
saw this country as weak. 

And now, as we face this new challenge 
in the Persian Gulf, we realize the impor- 
tance of the decisions that were taken in 
the past years, by leaders like Jesse Helms, 
to keep our forces ready, mobile, in first- 
class condition. As they say, you’ve got to go 
with what you’ve got. And thank God the 
82d Airborne, proudly stationed here in 
North Carolina, the All American Division, 
was at the ready when Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq] launched his unprovoked 
attack on Kuwait. Our service men and 
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women at Fort Bragg, Camp LeJeune, and 
Cherry Point understand the need for a 
strong defense; and so does Jesse. 

And the people of this State, perhaps dis- 
proportionately so, understand it. I’ve 
gotten long letters from many North Caro- 
linians telling me of the wonderful commu- 
nity support in the State for our troops 
overseas. Thousands of families with loved 
ones far away in the desert sun have 
learned the hard way that, as one woman 
from Lexington, North Carolina, wrote me, 
“They also serve who only stand and wait.” 
I thank each and every one of you for your 
service and support to those brave men and 
women. 

Our GI’s have left spouses and children 
behind and headed for the Persian Gulf, 
and on election day they will be sending in 
their absentee ballots from their posts. In a 
year that has seen so much encouraging 
movement toward democracy, the least we 
can do is exercise our own right to vote. We 
owe it to the millions of freedom fighters 
around the world working for democracy, 
and to troops defending democracy as well, 
to take the time to cast our ballots. So, let’s 
make our country proud and get out the 
vote on November 6th. 

North Carolina has this wonderful, proud 
heritage from the heart of the Smokey 
Mountains to the farms of the Piedmont to 
the barrier islands of the Outer Banks. In 
fact, on Kitty Hawk stands a granite memo- 
rial to the Fathers of Flight, the Wright 
brothers. The inscription commemorates 
their conquest of the air, their victory over 
gravity, “achieved by dauntless resolution 
and unconquerable faith.” This November, 
those same qualities—dauntless resolution 
and unconquerable faith—will bring Jesse 
Helms to victory. 

I think I would conclude by saying that 
this is perhaps the most challenging time to 
be President of the United States, certainly 
in anytime in the Nuclear Age, anytime 
since World War II. The challenges are 
enormous. And it’s exciting to be there. 
And I am grateful, I might say, as I look 
around this room—and met some people 
earlier—for those who were so instrumental 
in my having a chance to serve in this way. 
And Barbara feels exactly the same way 
about it. But I want to put it in this per- 
spective as we honor Jesse Helms: It is very 


important to a President that he has people 
in the United States Senate who will tell it 
as it is, in whom he has trust, in whom he 
has confidence. And I came here today to 
say I have trust and I have confidence in 
your Senator. Send him back to Washing- 
ton! 
Thank you, and God bless this State. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Raleigh Civic Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Governor Martin’s wife, Dottie; 
James Johnson, chief executive officer of 
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.; James Peden, Jr., 
member of the State board of transporta- 
tion; David Flaherty, State secretary of 
human resources; and William J. Bennett, 
Director of National Drug Control Policy. 
The President also referred to “Millie’s Book 
as Dictated to Barbara Bush.” 


Remarks at a Rally for Governor Bob 
Martinez in St. Petersburg, Florida 


October 10, 1990 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. I'll get to that in a minute. [Laugh- 
ter] Listen, Governor Martinez, and to Mary 
Jane, thank you both for greeting us. And 
thank all of you for that welcome. I want to 
pay my respects to all of you and thank you 
for being here. And I guarantee to get out 
of here before Marco gets in here—or what- 
ever the name of that hurricane is—and I’m 
taking off my coat because it feels like it’s 
coming. 

My respects to Sheriff Allison DeFoor, 
the next Lieutenant Governor of this State. 
We need him. And inasmuch as this area of 
Florida has been right out in the forefront 
of the fight against drugs, I want to single 
out a member of my top echelon in govern- 
ment, the man that is leading the fight na- 
tionally against drugs, our Drug Czar, Bill 
Bennett. What a job he’s doing. And to 
Congressman Ireland and Congressman 
Young, thank you for your support in being 
with us today. I’m particularly glad— 
whoops, he’s not here. I was going to wel- 
come another Floridian from this area who 
flew down with us on Air Force One, Mel 
Sembler, our Florida guy who’s now our 
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Ambassador in Australia. But forget him, he 
didn’t make it. [Laughter] And of course, an 
old friend of mine, Van Poole, our State 
chairman. Great to see you, Van, and 
thanks for what you’re doing to get out the 
vote on election day. And I also want to 
single out the Governor’s able, terrific, fan- 
tastic campaign chairman—that’s my boy, 
our son Jeb, over here. And I want to put in 
a plug for John McKay and Don Sullivan. 
Next month let’s elect them to the State 
senate and help Florida claim the first Re- 
publican legislative body in the entire 
South. 

And lastly, but first in importance, I do 
want to say what a privilege it is to be back 
here on behalf of my friend of longstanding, 
your great Governor, Bob Martinez. His 
first term has been magnificent, and now 
we're going to ensure a second term that’s 
ag better—better for the people of Flori- 

a. 

You know, this visit arose from a phone 
call. Jeb told the Governor, he said, “We’ve 
got a surprise for St. Petersburg which will 
really excite people.” Bob said, “You mean 
big league baseball’s finally coming to St. 
Pete?” But I’m not taking any sides in that 
fight. I know Tampa wants a team—Miami, 
Orlando—they’re all in the expansion run- 
ning, and they’re running to win. And that’s 
the whole purpose of my being here: I want 
to be standing next to a guy who is also 
running to win and will win, Bob Martinez. 

Most of you know the background, but let 
me give it to you once again: grandson of 
Spanish immigrants; son of a waiter; worked 
his way through school; became a teacher, 
then a businessman, then mayor of Tampa. 
Bob Dole [Senate Republican leader] calls 
him “Florida’s distinguished and dynamic 
Governor.” Ronald Reagan calls him “the 
embodiment of the American Dream.” For 
my part, I just plan to call him Governor 
for the next 4 years. 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Okay, you guys are com- 
mitted. That’s good. So am I. [Laughter] 
Let me explain why I support him. First, 
he’s a man of ingenuity. Who else but Bob 
would buy a little possum at Wausau’s 
annual Possum Festival and then name it 
his campaign mascot? You see, he knows 
the difference between possums and liberal 
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Democrats. Possums only pretend to be 
asleep. [Laughter] 

The Bob Martinez that I know also has 
conviction. He’s not been a follower who 
gets lost in the current. He’s a profile in 
character who alters the tide. We need a 
leader with that kind of courage in Talla- 
hassee in the 1990’s. He has not been afraid 
to make the tough decisions, and that is the 
kind of Governor we need. 

He’s strong on traditional values, keeping 
things in perspective. It’s like Bob tells me, 
“It’s fine that you’re here, but if you really 
want to wow the crowd, bring Barbara.” 
She’s doing pretty well, isn’t she? Best 
wishes, too, for the most charismatic figure 
in our family, the noted author Millie, our 
dog. [Laughter] Seriously, our dog wrote a 
book that was bestseller on the New York 
Times best-seller list a week ago. 

You can see why this is the third trip 
then that I’ve made to Florida for Bob. 
We’ve probably spent more time on the 
road together than Hope and Crosby. But 
I’m back again because folks always respect 
him, even when they disagree with him. 
And so, I think the way to sum it up is that 
he is taking a strong stand for a better to- 
morrow. 

Just a couple of the issues—look first at 
the environment. Every time I fish along 
the flats off Islamorada, I’m reminded how 
special Florida is. We want to protect those 
natural resources. So, Governor Martinez 
created the East Everglades Land Acquisi- 
tion Task Force. And because Florida set 
aside part of this land, I was able to sign a 
bill increasing the size of the Everglades 
National Park by more than 100,000 acres. I 
hear the alligators are so pleased they’re 
wearing Polo shirts with a picture of Bob 
Martinez on their chests up here. [Laugh- 
ter] But also, I’m very pleased and grateful 
for his support for our rewriting of the 
Clean Air Act. The problem is that for 14 
months the United States Congress has re- 
fused to act. Here’s a solution: On Novem- 
ber 6, elect Bob Martinez, who then will 
help convince the Congress to pass a clean 
air bill that I can sign. 

And another area that unites us—and cer- 
tainly one that Bill Bennett understands— 
I'm talking about crime and drugs. Bob 
knows that drugs threaten every single 
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community in the United States. So, he set 
a precedent by appointing a State drug 
czar. And he also has another conviction 
that goes with the law enforcement side: 
He believes that cop-killers ought to get 
what they deserve. And so do I. And that’s 
what we're trying to do in changing the 
Federal law. And so, he stiffened the Flori- 
da criminal code, doubling the prison space 
to enforce it—backs our administration’s 
Crime Control Act to enact a workable 
death penalty—a real penalty—for those 
who kill our Federal law enforcement offi- 
cers. 

And last week, after 16 months of delay, 
the House of Representatives up there final- 
ly passed its version of the Crime Act. And 
now it goes to the Senate-House conference 
committee. And so, please help me. Join 
with me in sending them a message to draft 
a tough bill that takes the shackles off of the 
policemen, the courts, and the law of this 
land. 

This past summer, Bob has taken his mes- 
sage to all 67 of Florida’s counties. You get 
to know a State that way; understand its 
heartbeat, its priorities, get to learn what 
the voters want—policies which empower 
people, not the bureaucrats. 

And perhaps the best example of this is a 
comprehensive budget agreement to cut 
the Federal budget deficit by $500 billion 
over the next 5 years. And I want the Con- 
gress to send me a plan which spurs growth, 
opportunity, and prosperity—growth, op- 
portunity, and prosperity—GOP—that has a 
nice ring. 

So, let me tell you what needs to be done 
now in the next 10 days to get a final agree- 
ment on the Federal deficit that is mortgag- 
ing the future of these kids here. And let 
me be candid. There’s no doubt that with 
Republicans in control of Capitol Hill—good 
ones, like the two that are sitting with me 
here today—there would be a different 
story to tell—something to keep in mind on 
November 6th. But the fact that Democrats 
control the Congress is all the more reason 
for Republicans to stand firm for the best 
budget deal possible. 

Pressures caused by the deficit have been 
building for years, and this year, they 
reached the boiling point. For 8 long 
months, we’ve wrestled with this problem. 
And for 8 long months, I have tried to ne- 


gotiate in good faith with the liberals in the 
Congress. And I believe the American 
people didn’t send me as President to play 
cheap politics; they sent me up there to 
govern. And so, I put it all on the table, 
even the revenue side, even taxes. And I 
took plenty of political heat and then 
pushed hard for a bipartisan budget agree- 
ment not because it was the best plan ever 
but because it was the best plan possible. 
And now I will continue to press hard for a 
budget that proves to the American people 
that we can and that we will—in real 
terms—bring this ghastly Federal budget 
deficit to its knees. 

And let me just say to the Members of 
Congress that might be listening: Here’s 
things it’s got to achieve. It must be consist- 
ent with that bipartisan budget agreement 
on the bipartisan basis it was produced. It 
must include progrowth incentives to stim- 
ulate the economy. It must deliver real sav- 
ings through real spending cuts—cuts with 
teeth, cuts that are enforceable. And any 
budget I sign must include the significant 
budget process reforms hammered out in 
that bipartisan agreement. There is no 
point going into an agreement and then 
having the same congressional dance take 
place year in and year out at getting noth- 
ing done. 

The test comes 9 days from now. And 
Congress’ budget must still be passed by 
both Houses no later than October 19th. 
And let me make clear to Congress just 
how serious I am about this deadline. Last 
Friday night, with no budget agreement, I 
vetoed that thing—they call it the continu- 
ing resolution. And that keeps the govern- 
ment—to go—if they signed that and I had 
signed it, that would have just kept the op- 
erating of the government just day in and 
day out the same old way. Well, I vetoed 
that. The veto was sustained. And I kept 
the pressure on, and to make the point: No 
more business as usual. Let’s get the job 
done, Members of Congress. 

I didn’t come down here to assign blame. 
But you know I’ve seen those surveys. The 
American people are pretty smart. They 
know where the action is, and they know 
that Congress has the responsibility to pass 
a budget. And it’s about time that they met 
that responsibility. 
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And I might say parenthetically, I got a 
little heat for closing the Washington Monu- 
ment. And I would apologize if there are 
any of those Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts here 
from Florida that went up there. But I 
know that if I hadn’t taken that action Con- 
gressmen would have all headed home, 
marched out in the front of the Columbus 
Day parade all over the country, telling 
people what good they were doing, instead 
of staying in Washington and solving the 
deficit problem. 

A sound budget deficit agreement will 
defend our vital interests at home, and all 
of us know that we must also defend our 
vital interests and our civilized values 
around the world. So, in the Persian Gulf, 
we have, and we will, take a strong, unal- 
terable stand against the outrageous aggres- 
sion of Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq]. 

I read a lot of the letters from parents 
and relatives of those who have family over 
there, and I can’t tell them—I wish I 
could—how long it will take to reach our 
objectives. And I can’t tell exactly what sac- 
rifices will be demanded. But this we do 
know: American troops will not remain in 
the Persian Gulf a day longer than we are 
wanted or needed by our friends. But we 
will stay for as long as it takes to complete 
our mission. We’re going to keep up the 
pressure, and we're going to keep the 
faith—faith with our friends and allies and 
the U.N. and the American people—faith, 
finally, with the finest soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines any nation could possi- 
bly have. 

You want a couple Florida examples: 
Daniel Rich, an Air Force tech sergeant 
from Daytona Beach. And today he’s stand- 
ing shoulder to shoulder with colleagues 
like Army Lieutenant Colonel Robert Tip- 
pete, of Tallahassee, or the Marines First 
Lieutenant Helen Pratt, of Satellite Beach. 
And then there’s Brenda Spriggs. And she 
wrote me from Ft. Lauderdale to say how 
proud she is of her son Jeff, currently serv- 
ing out there in Saudi Arabia. Mrs. Spriggs, 
let me tell you, I share your pride. And to 
you I pledge: America will never, ever, let 
our service men and women down. We will 
_— with them in every single way possi- 

e. 

These kids show that America would not 
be the land of the free if it were not also 
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the home of the brave. And Bob knows 
this—Bob Martinez. He knows that while 
our forces are defending us abroad we must 
defend them here at home. And so, on No- 
vember 6th, let’s take a strong stand for 
what America is and what America stands 
for, what we embody in the world: Let’s get 
out the vote. Let’s win the State senate and 
the house of representatives. And let’s roll 
up our sleeves and reelect this outstanding 
Governor. 

Thank you for this occasion. God bless the 
United States of America. And let’s keep 
Bob Martinez our great Governor. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in 
Vinoy Park. In his remarks, he referred to 
Governor Martinez’ wife, Mary Jane, and 
William J. Bennett, Director of National 
Drug Control Policy. The President also re- 
ferred to “Millie’s Book as Dictated to Bar- 
bara Bush.” 


Proclamation 6199—Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Day, 1990 


October 10, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


October 14, 1990, marks the 100th anni- 
versary of the birth of Dwight David Eisen- 
hower, the 34th President of the United 
States, the commander of Allied Forces in 
Europe during World War II, and one of 
this country’s most distinguished statesmen 
and public servants. A small-town boy who 
proudly came from “the heart of America,” 
Dwight Eisenhower earned a special place 
of honor in our history through his coura- 
geous and determined efforts to defend the 
universal cause of freedom. He also set a 
standard of leadership that other military 
professionals and elected officials have since 
strived to emulate. 

Dwight Eisenhower’s career began in our 
Nation’s military. He graduated from the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point in 1915, and later ranked first in his 
class at the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. As a staff 
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officer, he served the Generals Fox Conner, 
John Pershing, Douglas MacArthur, and 
George Marshall. 

During World War II, after serving as 
Chief of the War Plans Division of the War 
Department, Eisenhower was entrusted 
with the command of the Allied Forces 
landing in North Africa in 1942. At the end 
of 1943, he was named Supreme Allied 
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary 
Forces in Europe. His leadership and exam- 
ple in that post animated the most success- 
ful wartime coalition in history and paved 
the way for an unprecedented military feat: 
the successful invasion of Normandy by 
land, sea, and air on June 6, 1944. In June 
1945, one month after accepting the uncon- 
ditional German surrender, Dwight Eisen- 
hower returned home to a hero’s welcome. 

For 3 years after his return to the United 
States, General Eisenhower served as Army 
Chief of Staff. He then devoted his talent 
and energy to education, becoming Presi- 
dent of Columbia University in June 1948. 
By December 1950, however, duty called 
again, and Eisenhower took leave from his 
academic post to become Supreme Allied 
Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. Organizing the defense forces 
of NATO member nations, he helped to lay 
a strong foundation for the Alliance. In 
1952, upon accepting the Republican nomi- 
nation for the Presidency and after more 
than 3 decades of distinguished service, Ike 
resigned from the military. 

During his two terms as President, 
Dwight Eisenhower ably handled the ten- 
sions and uncertainties of the postwar era 
and administered policies leading to un- 
precedented growth and prosperity here at 
home. Crises in Suez, Berlin, and Lebanon 
tested his remarkable leadership abilities; 
yet, in each case, Eisenhower responded 
with characteristic courage and resolve. 

On the domestic front, Ike not only met 
challenges such as those of 1957 in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, but also helped to launch 
the Nation’s civil space program and the 
Interstate Highway System. He also helped 
to balance the Nation’s budget—three 
times. 

Even in retirement Ike continued to 
serve the Nation, generously accommodat- 
ing those successors who sought his counsel 


and sharing with an attentive Nation his 
views on matters of foreign policy. He died 
on March 28, 1969, but his legacy continues 
to enrich and inspire us. 
How pleased Dwight Eisenhower would 
be to know that freedom’s holy light, borne 
so bravely by American and Allied troops in 
battle, now burns brightly in countries that 
once suffered under the shadow of tyranny. 
Indeed, the positive developments we have 
witnessed around the world during the past 
year would not have been possible without 
his leadership at a critical moment in histo- 
ry. Neither would they have been possible 
without the vigilance, strength, and resolve 
of free nations, rooted in ideals Ike cher- 
ished. 
In 1990, we do well to honor the memory 
of Dwight Eisenhower by rededicating our- 
selves to the principles he fought so hard to 
uphold. This great man himself once ob- 
served: 
We know—and all the world constantly 
reminds us—that the future well-being 
of humanity depends directly upon 
America’s leadership. I say emphatical- 
ly that this leadership depends no less 
directly upon the faith, the courage, 
the love of freedom, and the capacity 
for sacrifice of every American citizen, 
every home, every American commu- 
nity. 

Today we can be grateful for the extraordi- 

nary example he set. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-258, 
has designated October 14, 1990, the 100th 
anniversary of his birth, as “Dwight D. Ei- 
senhower Day” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 14, 1990, as 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe that 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties in remembrance of his devotion to free- 
dom and democracy and his many contribu- 
tions to our Nation and the world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 

George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:03 a.m., October 11, 1990) 


Remarks at a Fundraising Reception for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Johnny 
Isakson in Atlanta, Georgia 


October 10, 1990 


Be seated, at least some of you. [Laugh- 
ter] Johnny, thank you very much. And to 
you and Dianne, Barbara and I send our 
warmest best wishes for a big victory in 
November. 

And I want to thank Chairman Poitevint, 
who is doing such a good job for our party; 
former chairman and my great friend and 
longtime supporter, without whom I expect 
I wouldn’t be standing here, Fred Coopert. 
And with him in those early days was Paul 
Coverdell, now doing an outstanding job for 
the Peace Corps, right here. And then, I 
know something from having been in poli- 
tics a long time about the movers and shak- 
ers and the volunteers that make things 
happen. I want to pay my respects to Saye 
Sutton, over here—she is terrific; to finance 
—— Joe Rogers, who’s doing a great 
job. 

Also with me is another one. I don’t know 
that they were introduced. But I'll tell you 
something: If you look at the recent facts 
coming out on our national battle against 
drugs, we are making progress. And if there 
is one man that deserves the credit for our 
national drug strategy—that it’s working— 
it’s Bill Bennett, who is with me today. 
Where is the man? There he is. 

And also sitting up here with me is the 
Deputy Secretary, the number two man in 
the Department of the Treasury, John 
Robson, well and favorably known to every- 
body. But he also is doing a superb job in 
Washington. 

I’m glad to see our former Senator Mack 
Mattingly here—Barbara and my dear 
friend. Ann and John Parker, whom I go 
back with a long, long time. I think it was 
the Peanut Festival somewhere down the 
southern part of the State. [Laughter] But 
that’s how I got started. John, thank you. 
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Like my line of work now. [Laughter] And I 
want to single out John Lender, who is with 
us, I think, who is the candidate for the 
Fourth Congressional District—a winnable 
race. And we want to see him elected. 

And I’m going to take all night doing this. 
But another friend, the guy that I served 
with in the Pacific—and he’s been a strong 
supporter of me and of Johnny Isakson and 
others—Jack Guy was a torpedo bomber 
pilot. ll give you a little war story. VT-51, 
back in 1944, and he’s a winner of the Navy 
Cross and a close friend of mine and a long- 
time citizen of Atlanta, Jack Guy, right back 
here. 

And last, but certainly not least, the guy 
that’s been at my side in the campaign 
when the going was tough—:~d you heard 
him tonight—my dear friena, une of coun- 
try’s music’s greatest stars, Lee Greenwood. 
Lee, thank you so much for being here. 

And I’ve got to pay tribute to Atlanta for 
a lot of reasons, but it’s great to be here in 
the proud home of the 1996 Olympics. You 
know, the other day—and I love the volun- 
teer spirit on all of that—several of you 
were up there in the Rose Garden. And to 
you I apologize, because when you have 
that kind of enthusiastic group there, I just 
wish that Barbara and I could have made 
you feel a little more at home. But I had a 
chance there to congratulate another 
friend, your mayor, Maynard Jackson; Billy 
Payne, who Johnny talked about, who’s 
done an outstanding job. I guess he really 
deserves the credit for their work. And es- 
pecially had a chance to say what I think of 
the volunteer work—the volunteers, the 
Thousand Points of Light that went into 
this concept of bringing the Olympics to 
Atlanta. And so, I think it’s going to be a 
fantastic group of Olympic games, and I am 
very, very pleased that it’s going to be here. 
And I look forward to coming here. 

Now, you’re no stranger to spectacles, 
however. There’s the Super Bow! coming in 
1994. And of course, you remember the 
summer of 1988—the Democratic Conven- 
tion. [Laughter] Atlanta has been a feat to 
some remarkable rhetorical gymnastics. 
[Laughter] And they kept asking—one 
lady’s voice—“Where’s George? Where’s 
George?” Well, here I am, supporting 
Johnny Isakson to be the next Governor of 
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the State of Georgia. And the “silver foot in 
my mouth” has melted, and everything’s 
okay. Now—{laughter|—— 

I remember the call, “Where’s George?” 
Today I was brought down to Earth, 
though, because I went in there campaign- 
ing for a guy and felt so good in St. Peters- 
burg. A couple of signs saying, “Where’s 
Millie?” That’s our dog. I mean, they really 
know—{laughter|—if they really knew the 
truth, Millie—Barbara, you know, wrote this 
book, she and Millie together. It was 
number one on the best-seller list in the 
New York Times—number two this week, 
number one the week before. You say, 
“Where’s Millie?” She’s eating her Alpo and 
looking at the wine list back there at the 
White House. [Laughter] 

But I’ve come to the capital of the new 
South, this great international city, with a 
message for the status quo: Georgia has po- 
tential unrealized, dreams yet unfulfilled. 
This State stands at the threshold of a new 
era, a bright new era with great possibili- 
ties. Everyone here is here because you un- 
derstand that Georgia won’t get there with 
the old ideas. It is time for new leadership. 
So, I came here today to lend my whole- 
hearted support to the man who can bring 
Georgia out of the past with a brilliant 
future, Johnny Isakson. If they can do it in 
Czechoslovakia and if they can do it in 
Hungary and if they can do it in Romania, 
Johnny Isakson can bring two-party politics 
to the top of the ticket here in the State of 
Georgia. 

He’s been called Mr. Cobb County. The 
Jaycees call him outstanding. His fellow leg- 
islators call him effective and fair. And 
come the 6th of November, I’m going to 
call him Governor of the State of Georgia. 

The new Georgia it is. Johnny has called 
for a “new partnership for Georgia’s 
future.” He wants to make the govern- 
ment—you heard it here—open to all citi- 
zens. He said it’s time to “unshackle the 
limits of one party rule.” And that means 
he needs the support of thinking Democrats 
and of Republicans and of independents to 
bring that new day to this State. 

There may be some in the other party 
who think that they’ve got it locked up be- 
cause of the way it used to be—a lock on 
the Georgia electorate. And we say to 
them, You may be in for a great big sur- 


prise in November. There may be some 
who take Georgia’s vote for granted, who 
think people will settle for the policies of 
the past. We know those policies haven’t 
worked and that the people of this State are 
ready for leadership that they can trust. 
Trust is the key word—leadership that uses 
its head, feels with its heart, and extends an 
offered hand to all Georgians, regardless of 
whatever walk of life they come from. And 
so, as I look at this race, having known 
Johnny Isakson and watched him and being 
his friend, I’d say that Georgia is now ready 
for Johnny Isakson to be Governor. 

You know, he’s devoted himself to the 
Governor’s race as the “candidate for the 
children” because he understands that the 
future begins and ends with these kids— 
their education, their safety, their future. 
So, he’s really committed himself to real 
school reform, beginning with the class- 
room—and you heard it—not the bureauc- 
racy, beginning with the classroom. And be- 
cause no kid can be safe as long as drug 
dealers wander the streets peddling poison, 
Johnny has already written tougher State 
laws for these merchants of death. As Gov- 
ernor, he wants to enlist every public insti- 
tution, business, school, and campus, joining 
us in this national war against drugs that 
we're going to win. 

And there’s another thing. For all the 
people of Georgia, he understands the im- 
portance of partnerships for economic 
growth. He’s built them himself in business, 
and he knows how to bring new business to 
Georgia. 

And he also knows how to keep govern- 
ment spending under control, unlike his lib- 
eral opponent. For over a decade, he’s 
fought for changes that would have pre- 
vented the fiscal problems of Georgia. And 
he’s still asking, with good reason, how a 
State government could run out of money a 
year after the largest tax increase in State 
history. 

He may never get an answer, but he 
knows how to make sure it never happens 
again. That’s by getting at the root of the 
problem, by reforming the process—re- 
forming the budget process. And I might 
say that that’s what I’m working for at the 
Federal level. And believe me, when you 
don’t control either House of the United 
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States Congress, it ain’t easy. [Laughter] 
And right now, the Federal budget process 
is like a huge Rube Goldberg machine: out 
of control—noise-producing, smoke, light, 
heat—I mean heat and no light at all. It is 
an outrage what’s happening up there—and 
sucking up more and more tax dollars on 
one end and churning them into spending 
programs without end. And frankly, if we 
had more Republicans in Congress, we 
wouldn’t be in this mess. 

But I have got to work with the Demo- 
crats in Congress because I was sent there 
to govern, not to give speeches about it. 
And I want to tell you something: I’ve tried. 
For 8 long months, we’ve wrestled to get 
this deficit down. I do not want to be a 
legacy of my Presidency mortgaging the 
future again of these young kids here today. 
And so for 8 long months, we’ve tried. And 
I put it all on the table, and I’ve compro- 
mised. And I took plenty of heat for that 
politically. And I pushed hard for a biparti- 
san budget agreement because you can’t 
get it done if you don’t have the votes. 
We're outnumbered. We’ve got to get the 
Democrats to come with us not because— 
and incidentally, this plan, I’m for it not 
because it was the best plan ever, because it 
was the best plan possible that would 
reduce the budget by $500 billion over 5 
years and we need it. And now I’m going to 
continue to press hard for a budget that 
fulfills the spirit of that plan—there are 
things wrong with that—and proves to the 
American people once and for all that we 
can deal with this deficit. 

We've had a few days now for the smoke 
to clear, and now I think it’s time for the 
country to move forward. We’ve got many 
thousands of men and women halfway 
around the world. We’ve got enormous 
problems facing this country in terms of a 
slow economy. You’ve got a Chairman of 
the Fed that says if you get a good deficit 
deal—the one that we had—that the inter- 
est rates will come down. So, now is the 
time to pull together and keep the pressure 
on the Congress until we get a budget defi- 
cit deal. 

And you can’t just get any deal. It’s got to 
be one that ensures that four crucial tests 
are met—consistent with the budget 
summit agreement, full and fair opportunity 
for all voices to be heard. And it’s got to 
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include progrowth incentives, to create new 
jobs and keep the economy moving. The 
spending cuts that we agree on—and we 
must have them—must be fully enforceable 
spending cuts. And then, with those signifi- 
cant budget-process reforms hammered out 
in the bipartisan agreement. And finally, as 
I say, the deal must have real spending 
cuts—with real savings—because the Ameri- 
can people are fed up with the Rube Gold- 
berg budget machine in Washington, DC. 

They gave me a little grief out there once 
in a while over the weekend there for shut- 
ting down the government. Well, my feel- 
ing was it’s no time for business as usual. 
And, yes, I vetoed that piece of—that, uh— 
[laughter|—that stuff that came down 
there. And everyone was saying, This is 
going to be a disaster. The Congress will be 
up and—both the Democratic leaders said: 
You can’t do this. They’re going to be all 
upset. I know what they want to do. They 
want to go home and march in the head of 
the Columbus Day parade. And so, we kept 
them there, and now we got a budget reso- 
lution. And the clock is running, and it’s 
going to keep on running. And I'll veto it 
again if we don’t get a satisfactory deal. 

And the budget has got to be passed by 
both Houses no later than October 19th. 
And I’m confident that Congress can com- 
plete its vital work. I’m not just down on all 
the Democrats. Frankly, I think their lead- 
ership tried very hard to be cooperative in 
this. But there’s got to be a sound budget 
passed that puts the Nation on the path to 
long-term economic growth. 

And that’s our problem in Washington. 
But here in Georgia, you’re also approach- 
ing a deadline, a referendum, if you will, on 
the kind of leadership you want in the 
coming decade. And so, this race for gover- 
norship should rightly be understood as a 
choice between what has been, what was, 
and what should be. And we know how 
bright Georgia’s future can be. If a journey 
of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step, Georgia’s journey toward the future 
begins with a single vote. Every vote is 
going to count this fall. 

So, let me ask all of you, irrespective of 
party, and all that aren’t here tonight, irre- 
spective of party, get out and vote. Do all 
you can to get the people to the polls. It is a 
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part of our heritage, and we ought to exer- 
cise our right to vote. Please urge your 
neighbors to vote. They’re filling out absen- 
tee ballots halfway across the world now 
over in Saudi Arabia. And if they can do it 
and take the time in those adverse condi- 
tions, why, surely, all of us here tonight and 
those others across this great country of 
ours can do the same thing. 

I might tell you that, as I climbed off Air 
Force One out there, there was a group of 
young soldiers—airmen, perhaps—from a 
Guard unit out here at the air base where 
we landed. And they had just come back 
from Saudi Arabia. And their kids were 
there, and they’d been touring planes, or 
taking people over, whatever it was they 
were doing—a transport unit of some kind. 
They’re fine-looking young men. And I 
thought to myself what every member of 
the Joint Chiefs has told me about these 
kids—said these are the finest soldiers, sail- 
ors, airmen, marines—men and women— 
that the United States has ever had in uni- 
form. 

And I know that there are parents here 
probably tonight who have kids over there. 
And I want to tell you how strongly I feel 
about trying to do what is right to hold that 
fantastic international coalition together to 
lead and then to fulfill our mission. And our 
mission is to see that naked aggression will 
never pay off and international law will be 
respected and adhered to. 

And so, when I saw: those kids, I said to 
myself, I am going to do everything in my 
power in working with leaders around the 
world to protect them, to give them 
strength, to help them, and to see that we 
have a satisfactory conclusion. Never again 
is the United States going to cut and run 
from our responsibilities. And that message 
ought to be loud and clear for Saddam Hus- 
sein [President of Iraq] as well as to the 
people of America. 

You’ve got a good man running for Geor- 
gia’s Governor. You’ve got an outstanding 
man. You’ve got a family man and a won- 
derful guy. And so, my appeal to you now is 
help move this great State into the next 
century by bringing this outstanding man 
here as your next Governor. He’s good. 
He’s real. He’s compassionate. He’s strong. 
He’s your friend, and he’s mine. He’s 


Johnny Isakson, the next Governor of Geor- 
gia. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:12 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Waverly 
Stouffer Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Johnny Isakson’s wife, Dianne; Paul D. 
Coverdell, Director of the Peace Corps; Saye 
Sutton, chairman of the Governor’s Host 
Committee; Joseph Rogers, finance chair- 
man of the Johnny Isakson gubernatorial 
campaign; William J. Bennett, Director of 
National Drug Control Policy; and Billy 
Payne, chairman of the Atlanta Organizing 
Committee for the Olympics. The President 
also referred to “Millie’s Book as Dictated 
to Barbara Bush.” Following his remarks, 
he returned to Washington, DC. 


Appointment of David C. Gompert as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 


October 11, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of David C. Gompert as Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs at the White House. He will also 
serve as Senior Director for European and 
Soviet Affairs. 

Mr. Gompert’s career has encompassed 
both government service and business. Most 
recently, he served as president of Systems 
Management Group for the Unisys Corp. 
He has also been a vice president with 
AT&T. From 1973 to 1983, Mr. Gompert 
held a number of positions in the U.S. Gov- 
ernment, with responsibilities in European, 
East-West, and national security affairs. He 
served in several positions at the Depart- 
ment of State, including Deputy to the 
Under Secretary for Political Affairs, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for NATO and 
Southern Europe, Deputy Director of the 
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, and Spe- 
cial Assistant to the Secretary. In addition, 
he has served on the national security staff. 

Mr. Gompert graduated from the USS. 
Naval Academy (B.S., 1967) and the Wood- 
row Wilson School, Princeton University 
(M.P.A., 1973). 
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Nomination of Marion Clifton Blakey 
To Be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation 


October 11, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Marion Clifton Blakey to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Transportation 
for Public Affairs. She would succeed David 
Philip Prosperi. 

Since 1989 Ms. Blakey has served as Di- 
rector of Public Affairs at the Department 
of Commerce in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, she was Deputy Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Public Affairs and Communications 
Planning, 1988-1989, and Special Assistant 
to the President and Director of Public Af- 
fairs, 1987-1988. Ms. Blakey was Director of 
Public Affairs at the Department of Educa- 
tion, 1986-1987, and Special Assistant to 
the Secretary at the Department of Educa- 
tion, 1985-1986. Ms. Blakey served in sev- 
eral capacities at the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, including Director of 
Public Affairs, 1982-1984; Assistant Direc- 
tor of the Division of Special Programs, 
1980-1982; Director of Youth Programs, 
1975-1980; program specialist for the re- 
search division, 1972-1974; and program as- 
sistant for the research division, 1970-1972. 

Ms. Blakey graduated from Mary Wash- 
ington College of the University of Virginia 
(B.S., 1970). In addition, she attended Johns 
Hopkins University, School of Advanced 
International Studies, in 1973 and the Uni- 
versita di Firenza in Florence, Italy, 1969. 
She was born March 26, 1948, in Gadsden, 
AL. Ms. Blakey is married to William Ryan 
Dooley. They have one child and reside in 
Washington, DC. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With House 
Republican Leaders 


October 11, 1990 


The President met for nearly an hour and 
a half this morning with Republican con- 
gressional leaders of the committees of the 
House of Representatives to discuss the 
budget. This group parallels the Senate Re- 
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publican ranking committee members that 
the President met with on Tuesday. 

The President said: “The country needs a 
5-year, $500 billion deficit reduction pro- 
gram to be enacted this month. The largest 
portion of that deficit reduction program 
must come from spending less, not taxing 
more. The savings must be real—no smoke, 
no mirrors—and the savings must be en- 
forceable. And in signing the short-term 
continuing resolution, I stated these and 
other tests that a reconciliation bill must 
meet. I will not sign a reconciliation bill 
that fails these tests.” 

The President addressed the issue of tax 
rates, the bubble, and capital gains: 

“We have been willing to explore a com- 
promise if it were balanced and fair; that is, 
if the capital gains incentive were really 
strong and the rate change helped those in 
the bubble. 

“Over a month ago, I authorized my ne- 
gotiators at Andrews to explore such an 
option—up to 31 percent on the rate in 
trade for a 15-percent capital gains tax—if it 
could be part of an otherwise satisfactory 
$500 billion package. They were unable to 
negotiate such a compromise. Indeed, the 
idea was opposed not only by Democrats 
but also by some of the same Republicans 
who now favor it. 

“I do not believe such a compromise is 
now possible. Indeed, I’m quite concerned 
that pursuing it in the current context may 
not only fail, it may legitimize something 
farther to the left that we cannot accept. 

“In any case, I will not tolerate ‘bursting 
the bubble’ by raising rates to 33 percent. I 
believe that would mean far more than just 
‘taxing the rich.’ It would start us back on 
the path toward higher income tax rates for 
everyone. I cannot accept that.” : 

The President pointed out that the ad- 
ministration supported the bipartisan 
budget agreement, and he still feels it is a 
sound basis for agreement. 

The President said the ball is now in Con- 
gress’ court. He said that if Congress fails to 
pass a satisfactory reconciliation bill by Oc- 
tober 19th, he will withhold his signature 
from any business-as-usual continuing reso- 
lution. 
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Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Representatives of Veterans 
Organizations 


October 11, 1990 


Thank you very much for coming to the 
White House. And I want to single out and 
thank my fellow Cabinet member here, Ed 
Derwinski, who’s doing an outstanding job 
for the American veterans, in my view. And 
I understand also that our Chairman of our 
Joint Chiefs was over here, Colin Powell. 
And then I think you heard from another 
right-hand man of mine who’s the number 
two guy on our National Security Council, 
Bob Gates—extraordinarily knowledgeable 
about what’s happening halfway around the 
world. And so, I hope you feel that it’s been 
worth your time; from my standpoint, it is 
certainly worth mine to get to come over 
here and to greet this distinguished group. 


I’m glad to see Bob Turner, Joe Andry, 
and Jim Kimery from three of our major 
veterans organizations. I just met with some 
others—important leaders—in the hall. I 
want to recognize Mr. Orval M. Hooten, 
over here, national commander of the Vet- 
erans of World War I. What I want to do is 
find out the kind of youth pills he’s taking— 
[laughter|—because he was born in October 
1895. Happy birthday, this month, thank 
you. And thanks for being with us, Orval. 


We are pleased to welcome all of you 
here and to tell you how much that I per- 
sonally—and all of us at the White House— 
appreciate your efforts, your organizations. 
And we support you, and we appreciate 
your support. 


During the past 10 weeks, the events in 
the Gulf have reminded us of the impor- 
tance of a strong America. And the world is 
still a dangerous place, and America must 
be ready. In World War II, the world paid 
dearly for appeasing an aggressor who 
could have been stopped early on. And 
we're not going to make that same mistake 
again. 


Exactly 50 years ago today, America 
awoke to headlines of another massive air 
raid in London. The Battle of Britain was in 
full rage then. And true, the democracies 
were battered, but their resolve was never 
more clear. And they did, indeed, stand up 


to tyranny. And a day later, on October 
12th, Operation Sea Lion, the invasion of 
England, was canceled. As Churchill said, it 
was truly Britain’s finest hour. Such courage 
inspired America and, indeed, the world, 
which rallied to the cause of freedom and 
defeated the dark forces which threatened 
to engulf us all. 


Since World War II, allied strength and 
resolve have been tested over and over 
again, but when we look back on that histo- 
ry of valor and sacrifice, it is clear that the 
strength of our arms and the strength of 
our will is up to the challenge in the Gulf. 
We're ready for that, and we’re not alone. 
Thanks to the efforts of our U.N. Ambassa- 
dor, Tom Pickering, and others, the U.N. 
Security Council has passed eight major res- 
olutions setting the terms for solving the 
crisis. 


And the Iraqi regime, in my view, has yet 
to fully face up to the facts. But as I’ve said, 
the annexation of Kuwait will not be per- 
mitted to stand. And the regime is up 
against not only the law of nations but also 
the law of mathematics. The numbers are 
against them. Today it’s not Iraq versus 
Kuwait; it’s not Iraq versus the United 
States; it’s Iraq against the entire world. 


By waging a war of aggression, plunder- 
ing a peaceful neighbor, and holding these 
innocents hostage, Iraq has violated every 
standard of international behavior. And 
we're not talking about international eti- 
quette here; we’re talking about interna- 
tional law. And outlaw nations and outlaw 
leaders simply have got to understand that. 


Here at home, the efforts of you in this 
room to improve the lot of veterans has 
been an important component in the suc- 
cess of America’s all-volunteer forces. Colin 
Powell—maybe he told you about this—but 
he recently returned from a visit with our 
troops in the Gulf. And your support is evi- 
dent in the pride and high morale found 
today in the young American heroes serv- 
ing overseas. 


It reminds me of another hero. And it 
was this very week in 1918 that Tennessee’s 
Sergeant York captured 132 enemy prison- 
ers and 35 machineguns singlehandedly. 
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And when asked how he did it, he an- 
swered simply, “I surrounded ‘’em.” 
[Laughter] And that’s about what we’ve 
come to expect from an American soldier. 
And that kind of spirit is going to carry us 
to victory in whatever challenges we face. 


Tonight, as evening falls across America, 
there will be candles in our windows and 
prayers in our hearts. The Empire State 
Building will be awash in lights—red, white, 
and blue—lights to honor the men and 
women in uniform now standing watch in 
the Persian Gulf. And like your presence 
here today—and like your good works 
every day—these gestures show that the 
folks at home have not forgotten the sacri- 
fice of our soldiers and our sailors and our 
airmen and our marines—and I might add, 
also, our coastguardsmen, many on duty to- 
night many miles from home. 


So, I really wanted to come over to thank 
you for the important work in defending 
our nation’s freedom. You’ve been in the 
forefront. You’ve seen it clearly when 
others were suggesting that—given the re- 
laxation of tensions with the Soviet Union 
and other countries in Eastern Europe— 
that the defense mission was over. Well, as 
we've seen clearly, it is not over. And I 
wanted to thank you all for the support that 
you have given to reasonable levels of de- 
fense spending, because you’ve seen so 
clearly the need to keep our country strong. 


Thanks for coming to the White House, 
and God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs Edward j. Der- 
winski; Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the 
President and Deputy for National Security 
Affairs; Robert S. Turner, national com- 
mander of the American Legion; Joseph E. 
Andry, national commander of the Dis- 
abled American Veterans; and James L. 
Kimery, commander in chief of the Veter- 
ans of Foreign Wars. 
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Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters on the Federal Budget 
Negotiations 


October 11, 1990 


The President. This is what we call a 
modified—— 


Q. Photo opportunity. 


The President. ——photo opportunity. 
Maybe take a couple of questions. 


Q. No kidding. Yea! 


The President. Which I haven’t done 
since—in 48 hours. What do you mean, yea? 


No, but let me just—I know there’s a lot 
of interest in you all being here, and I’m 
very pleased to be meeting with the mem- 
bers of the Ways and Means Committee Re- 
publicans on the House side. 


There have been a lot of different plans 
floating around. I’m strongly in favor of 
what’s known as the Andrews summit or 
the Rose Garden summit agreement, and 
I’m very grateful to those here that did sup- 
port us on that, particularly the leadership 
of the Republican side—{Representative] 
Bob Michel and [Senator] Bob Dole. It was a 
good plan. It got done what I wanted done, 
which was a $500 billion reduction over 5 
years—real enforcement. Didn’t get every- 
thing I wanted. Had to compromise. 


But today Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, Press 
Secretary to the President] put out a state- 
ment that demonstrated that we have tried 
other approaches. One of them included a 
certain flexibility on the question of capital 
gains. But I’m not very flexible on that. We 
tried at 31 percent and—15 percent on cap- 
ital gains and income rates at 31. I will not 
go beyond that. But some in the House feel 
that there’s room to maneuver there. My 
view is, it’s going to be very difficult be- 
cause our leadership tried very hard to get 
that, and the Democrats would not yield on 
that. 


But nevertheless, 2 days ago I said there 
was certain flexibility, and that’s what it is. 
My view is that it’s not going to happen, 
and we're going to try to move forward in 
another approach. I notice with interest the 
bill—that the leadership role in Ways and 
Means coming out with a program—I don’t 
know—I want to hear from you—this is con- 
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sultation—as to how you read that. But it 
does seem to preserve some of the aspects 
of the bipartisan agreement, and thus, it 
will give us something to build around. 

But I want to hear from you all when we 
get into the privacy of our talk. But it’s 
coming forward, and we will get a deal, I’m 
convinced. Nobody is going to get it exactly 
the way they want. 

Q. Well, are you going to tell the commit- 
tee to go ahead and try to negotiate up to 
the 31—— 

The President. 1 think a lot of the people 
on the committee felt that they weren’t—I 
was told this morning—I don’t know about 
this group here—that maybe didn’t have 
enough input. So, now let some try. I’ve 
told what I want. I’ve billed out the broad 
definition of what we need, and I’ve said 
that there’s certain flexibility. But I’m not 
going to vary from the terms that I’ve just 
spelled out. If they can get that done, fine. I 
think it’s a waste of time because I just 
don’t think it can get through both Houses 
of Congress. 

Q. Why not? Why not? 

The President. Because it’s just not going 
to get through both Houses of Congress. 

Q. Well, why not just drop it then? Take 
it off the table instead of having—— 

The President. Because I’m not going to 
deny House Members an opportunity*to do 
something that they think can be done. 
That’s not my role. 

Q. But what about those who are con- 
cerned that it will take up Members’ time 
when they don’t have a great deal before 
the next deadline is coming up? 

The President. No. We’ve got to—every- 
body’s looking at the time certain, which is 
the 19th. And that’s where the President 
does have some say, because I’m going to 
insist that we have a package that fits this 
description. So, the meter is running. 

But look, I can’t dictate to the Congress— 
Republicans or Democrats—what to take up 
and when to take it up. I can say what 
we're for. And I stood out here in the Rose 
Garden and said what I’m for. I’m still for 
it. Now, if there’s some modifications, I 
want to hear from ranking Member [Repre- 
sentative] Bill Archer and from Bob Michel 
as to where they see us going. But the 
broad parameters must be met. 


Q. Mr. President, you said repeatedly you 
like the original budget agreement. But 
that agreement raised taxes less on the 
wealthiest Americans than on middle-class 
Americans. Why aren’t you—— 

The President. I don’t buy the argument 
of the liberal Democrats. I fought that 
battle in the campaign. I don’t buy the ar- 
gument that our proposals favor the 
wealthy. 

Q. These are figures from the nonpartisan 
Joint Committee on Taxation. [Laughter] 
You're saying, sir—you’re saying, sir, 
that—— 

The President. ——answer. I hope it’s 
played in full. [Laughter] I will say one 
thing: A lot of these figures talk about tax 
rates, but they don’t talk about the benefits 
that go into the whole equation. So, that’s 
another very important part of it that’s left 
out when people accuse us—me and all our 
colleagues around this table—of favoring 
the rich against the poor. It isn’t true. In 
every campaign any of us has been in, that 
battle was taken to the American people, 
and they came down at least on the side of 
all of us that are sitting here around the 
table, or we wouldn’t have been elected. 
That’s the age-old Democrat cry of favoring 
the rich. The American people want to 
favor growth, and they want to favor jobs, 
and they don’t believe all this handout 
mentality. So, we have a big difference, 
frankly. 

Q. Do you think you’ve been damaged 
politically by this and called wishy-washy 
and flip-flopping—— 

The President. No, I don’t think so. These 
things come and go. The best thing—we get 
a good deal. If we get a good deal, people 
forget the name calling, and they'll forget 
the little rancor and the tension at the time. 

But the other thing—I’m elected to try to 
get something done here. Nobody thinks 
you can be popular by standing up and 
having to take, in a compromise, ingredi- 
ents that you wouldn’t necessarily want. So, 
I'll do what I think is best and take the 
slings and the arrows that go with it. I 
haven’t felt too much pressure. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House, prior 
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to a meeting with Republican members of 
the House Ways and Means Committee. 


Proclamation 6200—White Cane Safety 
Day, 1990 


October 11, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The white cane is a simple yet effective 
tool that enables many of America’s citizens 
with visual impairments to enjoy greater in- 
dependence and freedom of movement. 
This familiar device helps visually impaired 
individuals to navigate through their envi- 
ronment safely, avoiding physical barriers 
and hazards. 

For millions of Americans, both those 
with visual disabilities and those without, 
the white cane is also a symbol of dignity 
and determination. It is a tangible reminder 
that those Americans who have impaired 
eyesight possess not only the desire but also 
the ability to lead full, independent, and 
productive lives. 

Each year, during the observance of 
White Cane Safety Day, we renew our com- 
mitment to eliminating physical and attitu- 
dinal barriers that continue to hinder the 
full participation of blind persons in our so- 
ciety. On this White Cane Safety Day we 
also celebrate the Americans with Disabil- 
ities Act of 1990, which I signed into law on 
July 26, 1990. A declaration of equality for 
persons with disabilities, this historic legisla- 
tion guarantees these citizens protection 
against discrimination as well as greater op- 
portunities to participate in the mainstream 
of American life. 

In recognition of the white cane and all 
that it symbolizes, the Congress, by Joint 
Resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
authorized the President to designate Octo- 
ber 15 of each year as “White Cane Safety 
Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 15, 1990, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I urge all Ameri- 
cans to show respect for those who carry 
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the white cane and to honor, through ap- 
propriate ceremonies and activities, their 
many achievements. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:02 p.m., October 11, 1990) 


Remarks on Signing the Fire 
Prevention Week Proclamation 


October 11, 1990 


Let me just first greet the members of 
the fire-service community, Members of 
Congress who are here, officials from 
FEMA [Federal Emergercy Management 
Agency], Fire Marshal Bernard Johnson, 
Fire Chief Rayfield Alfred, my own fire- 
fighters—call them my own—Engine Com- 
pany 13 and Tower 10—welcome to the 
White House. We’ve got a few fires to put 
out around here, and that’s why I’ve been 
late. [Laughter] Thank you very much. 

More than 2,100,000 fires broke out in 
the U.S. this year, claiming 6,000 lives. Fires 
strike at the most vulnerable among us, es- 
pecially children and the elderly. And it 
also strikes the most valiant among us; 
many casualties are, indeed, the firefighters 
who lose their lives in a last-ditch struggle 
to save someone else’s life. 

Then, after the cost in lives, we’ve got to 
count the enormous property losses in 
excess of $8 billion. Now, these dollars 
cannot adequately represent the tragedy of 
so many beloved homes, churches, and busi- 
nesses literally going up in smoke. 

There is an army of dedicated Americans 
who stand ready to fight these fires, any- 
time, anyplace: the more than 1 million 
firefighters. The organizations involved in 
fire prevention efforts are too numerous to 
mention. But all are true heroes, and their 
heroic role is on display here today for Na- 
tional Fire Prevention Week. 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Oct. 11 


At the Federal level, the U.S. Fire Ad- 
ministration, part of FEMA, is the national 
leader in firefighting and emergency re- 
sponse. These men and women from the 
Fire Administration are dedicated to the 
development of effective programs to help 
fire departments, State and local govern- 
ments, private business and organizations, 
and educators promote fire safety and 
awareness in communities across the coun- 
try. At the State level, many dedicated 
agencies labor to provide training courses 
for firefighters and emergency medical 
technicians, arson investigation services, 
and research. And of course, in virtually 
every community across this great country 
are the men and women who make up the 
front lines in the battle, the firefighters, 
both career and volunteers, who continue a 
long and distinguished tradition of firefight- 
ing that goes back all the way to the first 
volunteer fire company founded by Benja- 
min Franklin in 1736. 

Congress also has a role to play through 
the Congressional Fire Services Caucus, 
whose cochairmen are Senator McCain and 
Congressman Curt Weldon. The caucus 
boasts 370 Congressmen and Senators— 
370—making it the largest on Capitol Hill. 
Most of all, Congress recently updated our 
safety laws in the Hotel-Motel Fire Safety 
Act, authored by Congressman Sherry 
Boehlert. 

All of these groups, from volunteers to 
Members of Congress, can tell you that the 
best way to fight fire is not with fire but 
with prevention. The National Fire Protec- 
tion Association does a great job in this en- 
deavor, working with young people such as 
Shanta Jones, the 1990 NFPA national fire 
safety poster contest child winner. In this 
and in so many other ways, they are getting 
the word out on fire prevention. 

As you know, Tuesday marked the anni- 
versary of a key event in American history, 
the great Chicago fire, a sweeping confla- 
gration that destroyed most of that great 
city back in 1871. Years later, outrage over 
devastating citywide fires led to a national 
effort to prevent fires. 

To focus this national campaign, Presi- 
dent Wilson proclaimed October 9, 1920, 
National Fire Prevention Day. In 1922 
President Harding made it Fire Prevention 
Week, saying that fire prevention should be 


practiced “by every man, woman, and child 
not only during the week designated in this 
pronouncement but throughout every hour 
of every day of the year.” 

That’s true today. Every hour of every 
day, we can help save a life by preventing a 
fire. And we can keep these brave men and 
women with us today from having to risk 
their lives to save ours. 

So, I am again very pleased to be with 
you all and to sign the proclamation declar- 
ing this week as National Fire Prevention 
Week. Thank you all for coming down. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Ber- 
nard C. Johnson and Rayfield Alfred, fire 
marshal and fire chief of the District of 
Columbia Fire Department, respectively. 


Proclamation 6201—Fire Prevention 
Week, 1990 


October 11, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each year, thousands of Americans are 
killed by fire. Tens of thousands more suffer 
from fire-related injuries. Tragically, the 
overwhelming majority of these fire deaths 
and injuries occur in places where people 
tend to feel most secure: their homes. 

Although no one is immune to the threat 
of fire, our most vulnerable citizens—older 
Americans and children—are at greatest 
risk. Protecting the lives of these individuals 
and reducing the total number of deaths 
and injuries from fires in the United States 
require the sustained involvement and con- 
cern of all Americans and continued coop- 
eration between the public and private sec- 
tors. 

Throughout the year, numerous agencies 
and associations sponsor programs aimed at 
preventing fires that may cause death and 
injury. These local and national programs 
have conveyed the concerns of our Nation’s 
fire service organizations to the public. 
They have helped people to recognize the 
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destructive power of fire, and they have 
demonstrated what we can do, both individ- 
ually and collectively, to protect ourselves 
from becoming victims of fire. All of these 
programs carry a vital message: each of us 
has the ability—and, indeed, a responsibil- 
ity—to protect our families, our property, 
and our environment. 

The National Fire Protection Association, 
which initiated Fire Prevention Week, has 
announced the theme of this year’s observ- 
ance: “Make Your Place Firesafe: Hunt for 
Home Hazards.” This theme underscores 
the importance of recognizing dangers and 
taking measures to eliminate them. For ex- 
ample, every homeowner should install and 
maintain household smoke detectors; keep 
exits clear; avoid careless smoking; and 
store matches and lighters out of the reach 
of children. Homeowners should ensure 
that heating equipment is in good working 
order, and they should keep heating appli- 
ances at least 3 feet away from anything 
that can burn. Combustible or flammable 
liquids should be stored in proper contain- 
ers, away from heat or flame, and electrical 
cords should be checked for cracks and 
— These and other simple steps can save 

ves. 

Sharing the concerns of the National Fire 
Protection Association, the United States 
Fire Administration is coordinating public 
education campaigns designed to promote 
private-public partnerships for fire preven- 
tion. 

Our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to 
these organizations and to all those individ- 
uals who are committed to preventing 
deaths and injuries from fire, including the 
members of the National Fire Academy; the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs; the 
International Association of Fire Fighters; 
the International Association of Black Pro- 
fessional Fire Fighters; the Fire Service 
Caucus Institute; the National Volunteer 
Fire Council; the International Society of 
Fire Service Instructors; the Fire Marshals 
Association of North America; the State Fire 
Marshals Association; and all other allied or- 
ganizations. 

Each year, the National Fallen Fire Fight- 
ers Memorial Service, held at the National 
Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland, 
honors those men and women who have 
answered their last alarm as volunteer or 
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career fire fighters. On October 14, 1990, 
relatives and friends of fire fighters killed in 
the line of duty and representatives from 
the Nation’s fire service organizations will 
gather to remember and pray for these 
heroic individuals. This week, as we make a 
special effort to identify and eliminate po- 
tential fire hazards in our homes and places 
of business, let us gratefully remember 
those fire fighters who have given their 
lives in the line of duty. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
October 7, 1990, as Fire Prevention Week. 
I call upon the people of the United States 
to plan and participate in fire prevention 
activities not only this week, but throughout 
the year. I also ask all Americans to join me 
in honoring the memory of those fire fight- 
ers who have made the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect the lives and property of their 
neighbors. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:08 p.m., October 11, 1990) 


Nomination of David A. Kessler To Be 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs 


October 11, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate David A. Kessler, of New 
York, to be Commissioner of Food and 
Drugs for the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion at the Department of Health and 
Human Services. He would succeed Frank 
E. Young. 

Currently Dr. Kessler serves as medical 
director of the Einstein-Montefiore Hospital 
in New York and on the Advisory Commis- 
sion on the Food and Drug Administration 
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at the Department of Health and Human 
Services. In addition, he teaches food and 
drug law at Columbia University School of 
Law and has written extensively on FDA 
issues. 

Dr. Kessler graduated from Amherst Col- 
lege (B.A., 1973), University of Chicago Law 
School (J.D., 1978), and Harvard Medical 
School (M.D., 1979). He was born May 31, 
1951, in New York, NY. Dr. Kessler is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Scars- 
dale, NY. 


Proclamation 6202—National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 1990 


October 11, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During 1990 alone, an estimated 150,000 
American women will get breast cancer; 
some 44,000 of them are expected to die 
from it. Such dire projections, however, 
need not become a reality in the future. 
Today we know that deaths from breast 
cancer can be significantly reduced if the 
cancer is found in its early, more treatable 
stages of development. The United States 
Department of Health and Human Services 
reports that as much as a 30 percent drop 
in the breast cancer death rate is possible if 
women follow early detection guidelines. 

Thirteen major public and private health 
organizations, including the National 
Cancer Institute and the American Cancer 
Society, have agreed upon the following 
screening guidelines for breast cancer: A 
woman between the ages of 40 and 49 
should have a mammogram every 1 to 2 
years, as well as an annual breast examina- 
tion by her physician; after age 50, both the 
mammogram and the breast exam should 
be done annually. The National Cancer In- 
stitute and the American Cancer Society 
also recommend monthly breast self-exams. 

Research has led to important advances 
in treatment for victims of breast cancer. 
Women whose breast cancer is detected in 
its early stages can be treated with much 
less extensive surgery than in the past. At 


early stages, lumpectomy plus radiation, 
rather than mastectomy or full removal of 
the breast, is an option, but lumpectomy is 
viable only for those women whose cancer 
has been detected early. 

Health care professionals throughout the 
United States are working hard to encour- 
age women to follow the breast cancer 
screening guidelines developed by the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute and other organiza- 
tions. Many private voluntary associations 
and concerned individuals are also spread- 
ing the word about the importance of early 
detection and urging women who are age 
40 and older to obtain regular screenings. 
Some businesses are offering screening to 
their employees. This month we reaffirm 
our determination to carry on such efforts 
and encourage other health care providers, 
employers, charitable organizations, and 
community groups to follow suit. 

Today we have the knowledge and tech- 
nology necessary to find and to treat breast 
cancer in its earliest stages. Let us put these 
resources to work to save the lives of Amer- 
ican women. 

To enhance public awareness of the im- 
portance of regular screenings for breast 
cancer, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso- 
lution 301, has designated the month of Oc- 
tober 1990 as “National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of October 
1990 as National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. I invite the Governors of the 50 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, as well as the appropriate officials of 
all other areas under the flag of the United 
States, to issue similar proclamations. I also 
ask all Americans—in particular, health care 
providers, insurance companies, employers, 
and members of charitable associations and 
community groups—to join in this special 
effort to promote awareness of breast 
cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:11 a.m., October 12, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 12. 


Proclamation 6203—National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month, 1990 


October 12, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The United States’ ability to remain 
strong and prosperous in the increasingly 
technological, increasingly competitive 
global marketplace will be determined, in 
large part, by our success in harnessing the 
energy, creativity, and talent of all our citi- 
zens. A great many of those among the esti- 
mated 43 million Americans who have dis- 
abilities are both eager and able to help our 
country meet the challenges of our rapidly 
changing world. Recognizing this rich 
source of human potential and providing 
these individuals with greater opportunities 
to bring their knowledge, ideas, and com- 
mitment to the workplace is, therefore, not 
only a moral imperative, but also a crucial 
investment in our Nation’s future. 

Over the years, the United States has 
made significant progress in facilitating the 
movement of persons with disabilities into 
the mainstream of American life. We have 
opened doors to education and business, 
and we have developed effective rehabilita- 
tion and training programs that are helping 
millions of people with disabilities to 
become skilled, productive workers. Ad- 
vances in technology and the removal of 
architectural barriers and other obstacles in 
housing, transportation, and the workplace 
have also enabled Americans with disabil- 
ities to enjoy greater freedom, independ- 
ence, and mobility. 

While Americans with disabilities have 
made many advances in education, public 
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accommodations, and employment, we 
know that more doors remain to be opened. 
Thus, it was with great pleasure that I 
signed into law on July 26 historic new civil 
rights legislation—the Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act of 1990. Expanding upon the 
goals of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, this 
legislation is the world’s first comprehensive 
declaration of equality for persons with dis- 
abilities. The Americans with Disabilities 
Act prohibits employers covered by the act 
from discriminating against qualified appli- 
cants or employees on the basis of a disabil- 
ity; it guarantees persons with disabilities 
access to public accommodations, such as 
offices, hotels, and shopping centers; and it 
calls for improved access to transportation, 
State and local government services, and 
telecommunications as well. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 reaffirms our national commitment to 
providing persons with disabilities equal op- 
portunities to participate in the social and 
economic life of our country. During this 
year’s observance of National Disability Em- 
ployment Awareness Month, we not only 
celebrate the enactment of this legislation, 
but also recognize the many contributions 
that persons with disabilities have made, 
and continue to make, in the Nation’s work- 
place. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap- 
proved August 11, 1945, as amended (36 
U.S.C. 155), has called for the designation of 
the month of October of each year as “Na- 
tional Disability Employment Awareness 
Month.” This special month is a time for all 
Americans to join together in recognizing 
the unlimited potential of persons with dis- 
abilities and in renewing our determination 
to provide equal employment opportunities 
for them. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of October 
1990 as National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. I call upon the people of 
the United States to continue working to 
guarantee for Americans with disabilities 
equal employment opportunities and the 
full rights and privileges of citizenship. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
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ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:05 a.m., October 15, 1990] 


Proclamation 6204—National Forest 
Products Week, 1990 


October 12, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Ever since the first American colonists 
described for their contemporaries in 
Europe the splendor of the New World, this 
country’s forests have been recognized 


around the globe for their majestic beauty. 
However, our forests have also been an in- 
valuable resource, one that has played a sin- 
gularly important role in the building of our 


Nation. Centuries ago, our forests provided 
Native Americans and European settlers 
with a variety of foods and raw materials 
for shelter, tools, and fuel. As the Nation 
expanded westward, they provided the tim- 
bers necessary to build ships and railroads 
for transportation and commerce, as well as 
telegraph and telephone lines. 

Today we continue to rely on our Na- 
tion’s forests and forest products in a multi- 
tude of ways. Forests serve as the habitat 
for much of our Nation’s wildlife and pro- 
vide a peaceful, scenic setting for family 
outings and other recreational activities. 
They also continue to provide raw materials 
for fuel, construction, and a variety of wood 
and paper products. 

Although we have the choice of many 
different building products, we continue to 
value wood for our homes and furnishings. 
Wood is strong and durable, yet also flexible 
and versatile. New technology and _ tech- 
niques for its treatment, preservation, and 
design continue to increase its usefulness. 

The Department of Agriculture reports 
that forest products contribute 4 percent to 
the Gross National Product and account for 
almost 2 million jobs in wood manufactur- 


ing and related industries and an estimated 
$25 billion in annual wages to working men 
and women. According to the Department, 
the forest industry ranks among the top 10 
employers in 48 of the 50 States. Forest 
products thus make a significant contribu- 
tion to our Nation’s economic strength and 
progress, as well as to our individual physi- 
cal comfort and well-being. 

Unfortunately, in the past, our ancestors 
did not always recognize the need for care- 
ful stewardship of our forest resources. 
Taking for granted this country’s vast, 
dense forests and striving to meet the great 
and urgent demands of a growing Nation 
led to rapid and sometimes wasteful use of 
forest resources. Forest cut-out and move- 
out practices were, for too long, assumed to 
be an inevitable part of development, while 
conservation strategies were viewed as a 
limitation on progress. Fortunately, howev- 
er, a more enlightened view of forest man- 
agement eventually emerged. Farsighted 
leaders such as President Theodore Roose- 
velt and Gifford Pinchot, the Nation’s first 
trained forester, successfully contended that 
systematic and scientific management of 
our forests could guarantee their productivi- 
ty for years to come. 

While it is clear that forests can be used 
to meet consumer needs, it is also clear that 
they must be replenished in a _ timely 
manner—especially when natural regenera- 
tion does not appear to be sufficient. Over 
the years careful studies and experience 
have helped us to improve management of 
this precious, yet renewable, resource. 
Indeed, today’s forest managers view the 
forest as a whole ecosystem that, when han- 
dled wisely, can ensure a sustained yield of 
forest products. Policies and practices de- 
veloped according to this view are compati- 
ble with other environmental interests such 
as watershed and wildlife protection. Tar- 
geting research to develop more environ- 
mentally sensitive methods of harvesting 
forest products and increasing cooperation 
among government and private forest man- 
agers are keys to successful stewardship of 
this vital natural resource. 

Each of us has a stake in the stewardship 
of our Nation’s forests. Ensuring that our 
children and our children’s children are 
able to enjoy abundant natural resources 
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and a healthy environment calls for person- 
al action. Accordingly, local governments 
are rapidly organizing recycling programs 
in which every citizen can participate. Each 
American can also make a difference by 
planting trees. Through Federal efforts such 
as the America the Beautiful initiative, 
every State, community, and individual in 
the Nation will have the opportunity to 
help plant and maintain nearly 1 billion 
trees per year across the country. These 
trees, planted in both urban and rural areas, 
will stand in addition to the more than 2 
billion trees planted regularly through pre- 
viously established government programs 
and existing private efforts. 


In recognition of the value of our forests, 
the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 
U.S.C. 163), designated the week beginning 
on the third Sunday in October of each 
year as “National Forest Products Week” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Octo- 
ber 21, 1990, as National Forest Products 
Week and call upon all Americans to ob- 
serve that week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:06 a.m., October 15, 1990] 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Telephone 
Conversation With President 
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
October 12, 1990 


President Bush called President Mubarak 
to convey his condolences over the assassi- 
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nation of the Speaker of the Peoples Assem- 
bly, Rifaat el-Mahgoub. President Bush 
asked that his condolences be conveyed to 
the family, as well as to the families of the 
bodyguards who were slain. President Bush 
was shocked by this blatant and senseless 
act of violence. President Mubarak ex- 
pressed appreciation for President Bush’s 
call and ~oncern. 


The two Presidents briefly discussed the 
status of the current United Nations Securi- 
ty Council debate. They reaffirmed their 
commitment to work for a resolution that 
will enjoy the support of a majority. 


Statement on Signing the Bill 
Establishing a National Policy on 
Permanent Records 


October 12, 1990 


Today, I have signed S.J. Res. 57, a joint 
resolution “To establish a national policy on 
permanent papers.” S.J. Res. 57 brings to 
public attention the fact that future genera- 
tions of Americans will lose access to docu- 
ments of enduring value unless we take 
action. 


A significant portion of our intellectual 
and cultural legacy is rapidly disintegrating 
in libraries, archives, museums, historical so- 
cieties, and other repositories across the 
country. Millions of books, serials, manu- 
scripts, and documents are decaying be- 
cause of the acidic content of their paper. 


S.J. Res. 57 will help institutions and orga- 
nizations responsible for these endangered 
materials to confront this problem by pro- 
moting the use of acid-free paper. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 12, 1990. 


Note: S.J. Res. 57, approved October 12, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-423. 





Proclamation 6205—Country Music 
Month, 1990 


October 12, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Whether they tap their feet to the spirit- 
ed sound of bluegrass or quietly hum along 
with the soulful melodies of traditional bal- 
lads, millions of Americans—and, indeed, 
fans around the world—enjoy listening to 
country music each day. However, country 
music is more than a favorite source of en- 
tertainment; it is also a rich and colorful 
expression of the hopes, experiences, and 
values of the American people. 

Encompassing a wide range of musical 
genres, from folk songs and religious hymns 
to rhythm and blues, country music reflects 
our Nation’s cultural diversity as well as the 
aspirations and ideals that unite us. It 
springs from the heart of America and 
speaks eloquently of our history, our faith in 
God, our devotion to family, and our appre- 
ciation for the value of freedom and hard 
work. With its simple melodies and time- 
less, universal themes, country music ap- 
peals to listeners of all ages and from all 
walks of life. 

The popularity of country music, both 
throughout the Nation and throughout the 
world, is a great tribute to generations of 
talented American composers, musicians, 
lyricists, and singers. This month, we grate- 
fully acknowledge their many gifts to us 
and proudly celebrate the uniquely Ameri- 
can art form that is country music. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
603, has designated October 1990 as “Coun- 
try Music Month” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 1990 as Country 
Music Month. I invite all Americans to ob- 
serve this month with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:31 a.m., October 15, 1990) 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





October 6 

Samaritans on Cape Cod, Inc., of Falmouth, MA 
October 8 

Roxanne Black, of Atlantic City, NJ 

October 9 

Audine Haynes, of Greenville, MS 

October 10 


Student Coalition for Action in Literacy Educa- 
tion, of Chapel Hill, NC 


October 11 

Debra Walker, of Detroit, MI 
October 12 

Stephen Rice, of Sacramento, CA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 6 
In the evening, the President went to 
Camp David, MD. 
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October 8 


In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from Camp David, MD. 


October 9 


The President met at the White House 
with: 


—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the 
Federal budget; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In the morning, the President attended a 
fundraising breakfast for gubernatorial can- 
didate Arliss Sturgulewski and Representa- 
tive Don Young of Alaska at the Sheraton 
Carlton Hotel. 


In the evening, the President hosted a 
reception on the State Floor at the White 
House to support art displayed in U.S. Em- 
bassies. Later, he attended the Republican 
Governors Association dinner at the Capital 
Hilton Hotel. 


October 11 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Republican congressional leaders; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—labor leaders. 


In the afternoon, the President attended 
a reception in the Indian Treaty Room of 
the Old Executive Office Building for the 
Texas Republican Party. He then participat- 
ed in a swearing-in ceremony in the Oval 
Office at the White House for Wendy 
Gramm to continue as Chairman of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. 
Later, he hosted a reception on the State 
Floor at the White House for Republican 
Members of the House of Representatives. 
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President Bush telephoned President 
Francois Mitterrand of France to discuss 
U.N. Security Council deliberations on the 
Persian Gulf crisis. 


October 12 

The President met at the White House 

with: 
—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 
—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 
The President announced his intention to 
nominate William W. Treat, of New Hamp- 
shire, to be a Representative of the United 
States of America to the 45th session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 
Currently, Mr. Treat serves as chairman of 
Bank Meridian in Hampton, NH. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 9 


Joseph R. Biden, 

of Delaware, to be a Representative of the 
United States of America to the 45th session 
of the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions. 


Walter E. Massey, 

of Illinois, to be Director of the National 
Science Foundation for a term of 6 years, 
vice Erich Bloch, term expired. 





Submitted October 11 


Marion Clifton Blakey, 

of Mississippi, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Transportation, vice David Philip Pro- 
speri, resigned. 


Submitted October 12 


Cecil B. Thompson, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States for the remainder of the term 
expiring January 20, 1991, vice Simon C. 
Fireman, resigned. 


Cecil B. Thompson, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States for a term expiring January 
20, 1995 (reappointment). 
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of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released October 10 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a fundraising breakfast for Sena- 
tor Jesse Helms in Raleigh, NC 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a rally for Gov. Bob Martinez in 
St. Petersburg, FL 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a fundraising reception for gu- 
bernatorial candidate Johnny Isakson in At- 
lanta, GA 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Senator Joseph R. Biden of 
Delaware to be a U.S. Representative to the 
45th session of the U.N. General Assembly 
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Released October 12 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Cecil B. Thompson to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 6 


S. 3155 / Public Law 101-411 

To extend the expiration date of the De- 
fense Production Act of 1950 to October 20, 
1990 


Approved October 9 


HJ. Res. 666 / Public Law 101-412 
Making further continuing appropriations 
for the fiscal year 1991, and for other pur- 
poses 


Approved October 11 


HJ. Res. 469 / Public Law 101-413 
To designate October 6, 1990, as “German- 
American Day” 


HJ. Res. 603 / Public Law 101-414 
To designate the month of October 1990 as 
“Country Music Month” 


SJ. Res. 301 / Public Law 101-415 
Designating October 1990 as “National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month” 


Approved October 12 


H.R. 5643 / Public Law 101-416 

To grant a temporary extension on the au- 
thority under which the Government may 
accept the voluntary services of private- 
sector executives; to clarify the status of Fed- 
eral employees assigned to private-sector 
positions while participating in an executive 
exchange program; and for other purposes 
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Approved October 12—Continued 


HJ. Res. 398 / Public Law 101-417 

To commemorate the centennial of the cre- 
ation by Congress of Yosemite National 
Park 


HJ. Res. 482 / Public Law 101-418 
Designating March 1991 as “Irish-American 
Heritage Month” 


S. 1738 / Public Law 101-419 
To convey certain Oregon and California 
Railroad Grant Lands in Josephine County, 
Oregon, to the Rogue Community College 
District, and for other purposes 


S. 2588 / Public Law 101-420 

To amend section 5948 of title 5, United 
States Code, to reauthorize physicians com- 
parability allowances 


Approved October 12—Continued 


H.R. 3007 / Public Law 101-421 
Drug and Alcohol Dependent Offenders 
Treatment Act of 1989 


H.R. 3897 / Public Law 101-422 

To authorize appropriations for the Admin- 
istrative Conference of the United States 
for fiscal years 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994, 
and for other purposes 


SJ. Res. 57 / Public Law 101-423 
To establish a national policy on permanent 
papers 


SJ. Res. 181 / Public Law 101-424 
To establish calendar year 1992 as the 
“Year of Clean Water” 
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